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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 
 
 Norton Colorado 

www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

June  2019 

Upcoming Events 
See page 15 for the entire official 2019 
events schedule.  
 
June 
6/2 (Sunday): BBQ @ Eric & Susie's 
 
6/13-16 (Thur-Sun): Four Corners                
 Rendezvous (see page 12) 
 

 
 
 
July 
7/7 (Sunday): Mt Evans Ride & Brunch @  
 David Sheesley's 
 
Look for club emails for more details about 
these gatherings. 

OBR 17 Participants 
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Once again Eric led us, 10 bikes, 5 Nortons,  along a very nice route, 
this time on the southern part of town. We left Littleton and headed 
up to Conifer along Deer Creek Canyon and a few other nice roads. We 
made a pit stop at Jamie and Michelle’s but they were warned we were 
on our way and went to South Dakota.  Several more nice curvy roads 
led us to Evergreen for lunch and home by way of Bear Creek Canyon. 
Another fun Norton day.  

 
Rode a Norton 
Jack Abeyta 
Dennis Horgan 
Scott Robinson 
David Sheesley 
Ron Weaver 
 
Rode something lesser 
Jim Bay -- HD 
Eric Bergman -- Laverda 
Hans Gross -- BMW 
Dennis Oberwetter -- Triumph 
Mike Powell -- Triumph 
Jo Teague -- Honda 
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May 2019- Jerry Doe Goes on a 2500 Mile Road Trip  

By Jerry Doe 

I have only owned a few modern bikes and have been riding 1970’s classics                  
my whole life. 

My objective was to ride my Har-
ley Ultra Classic from Colorado 
where I live (near Denver) via Ari-
zona to Mission Viejo in Southern 
California to visit my good friend Dave O for the week-
end of May 11th and give him a nice bottle of Irish whis-
ky for his birthday. Also to visit several other friends in 
Prescott AZ and in Southern California. 

In August 2018 I purchased my Harley Ultra Limited 
( FLHTK) from Mile High Harley in Parker, CO, David O 
(Yes there is David O in Mile High Harley and Dave O in 
California). It had the Screaming Eagle stage 1 upgrade 

from new. It is a very high tech bike and includes navigation, headset for stereo and phone and it can even 
check text messages while on the road, even has cruise control. It has the tour pack, so plenty of room for 
luggage – Luxury! It does about 230 miles on a full tank. I must admit I am impressed with the bike. It han-
dles well and simply eats up the road. I am now a Harley convert! 

Thursday May 2nd 2019 (214 miles) – I left my house near Denver and travelled via the C-470 toll road and 

Hwy 285 to Gunnison in Colorado where I stayed in a hotel. It was a cold sunny day and had been snowing 

the day before. While traveling over the Monarch Pass it snowed and was very windy for a few hours. The 

weather was no problem for the Harley. I switched on the heated grips and was warm with my Bilt Explorer 

jacket and thermals. I was really getting the hang of the Harley and enjoying it more and more. This is what 

its meant for- Great! 

Friday May 3rd (195 miles) – I traveled to Matt Ram-

bow (cNw) in Dolores, CO via Hwy 50 >550> 62> 145. 

What a beautiful ride, especially near Telluride! The 

snow was melting, the sun shining and the bike was pre-

forming well. It was no problem riding at 65/ 75 mph 

through the mountain passes. It was great to see Matt 

and his wife and we went out for a nice dinner. Thanks 

Matt! 

Saturday May 4th (366 miles) – I traveled from Matt’s to Prescott Valley in Arizona via Hwy 160> 89. The trip 
mainly consisted of long roads through the Navajo Reservation. I was able to open the bike up and was cruis-
ing at 85/90 MPH on the long straights, this bike has incredible power and torque. The scenery changed dra-
matically and I was now in the desert, so a no need for the Bilt Explorer jacket. Switched to my leather and 
jeans. It was 80 degrees! Just before Flagstaff AZ, I was strapping down my bag on the rack and smashed my-
self badly on the for head with a bungee cord/ Luckily I did not hit my eye. not a big deal. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch_Pass
https://coloradonortonworks.com/
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The roads started getting busier and I eventually arrived 

at my old friend Ron Fratturelli’s and I stayed with him 

and Karen for the weekend. It was great to catch and I 

met up with my old friend Bob Epper’s as well as met 

John England who is a Norton Collector. I had a great 

weekend. 

Monday May 6th (460 miles) – Traveled from Arizona to 

California via Hwy 89> 10> 60> 91> 241. I went to my 

very good friend Tom Spence’s house and stayed with 

Tom and his wife Sue for the weekend. As I pulled up 

Tom already had a beer ready for me and I had a drink 

with Sues 87 year old English dad (Rodney) who got me a bit drunk. Had a fantastic time. 

As soon as I got to California it started raining and the traffic was terrible. No problem as I had the wet 
weather gear. The Harley is brilliant in the rain too! 

I travelled around Southern California visiting friends and business partners for the week. It rained all week 

and I was reminded about California traffic and stress. I am so happy not to be there fighting traffic anymore. 

Drivers are terrible and have zero respect for motorcyclists. I added 200 or 300 more miles. 

Friday May 10th – Visited my good friend Dave O in Mission Viejo, California for his birthday weekend and 

delivered a nice bottle of Irish Whisky. A good time was had by all!! 

Sunday May 12th (470 miles) – Traveled from 

Mission Viejo CA, to Prescott Valley AZ via Hwy 

240> 91> 60> 10> 89. It was a pretty tiring ride 

leaving California, but luckily not too much 

traffic. I exited the 10 Freeway at Quartzite and 

traveled through nice windy roads in AZ up to 

Prescott Valley where I stayed the night with 

Ron and Karen again. We went out for dinner 

with John England & Bob Eppers too. 

Monday May 13th (366 miles) – Traveled from 
Prescott Valley AZ back to Dolores CO where I 
stayed the night with Matt at cNw and we went 
out to dinner. 

Tuesday May 14th (426 miles) – I traveled a different way back from Dolores CO to home. This time I took 

Hwy 160 (Manco Pass) across to Hwy 25 in Colorado. Absolutely incredible views. I powered up the Hwy 25 

at 85 MPH and got home about 4 PM. What a trip. 

Job Done!! 
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Steamboat Vintage MX is a Blast 
By Arnie Beckman 

Two years ago while vending at a motorcycle swap meet I started speak-
ing with a prospective customer who seemed familiar to me. After a dis-
cussion about some parts, we arrived at a realization that we knew one 
another from vintage motocross racing from 25 years earlier. Dave, un-
like me, never stopped racing vintage motocross. He filled me in on the 
current vintage scene in Colorado, which soon turned to reminiscing 
about the old days. In those old days one of the biggest vintage racing 
weekends nation-wide occurred in Steamboat Springs, Colorado in mid-
September. Trials, flat track, and motocross races went on over a three 
day period culminating in vintage road racing through the streets of 
Steamboat Springs in the final Sunday of the event. The Steamboat mx 
track featured wide long stretches of natural terrain that suited my old 
British four stroke perfectly.  

He asked about my BSA 441 Victor that I raced back then. I told him I 
still had it. I recounted how the bike now sported lights and how, for the 
past 15 years or so, its primary use was riding my daughters around on 
my mountain property in the summertime. We called it the “Cabin Cruiser”. Now they were older and riding 
around on their own Honda XR 80 and the Victor did not get much action. Further, I switched to primarily 
riding a Triumph TR5T on the property; a fun dirt-road bike more user friendly than the Victor. I even put the 
Victor up for sale on craigslist at one point but got no offers so it still sat in my garage.   

Dave became noticeably excited and insisted I resurrect the BSA single into its former racing self. I agreed 
that would be fun but had no actual plan or prospects for returning to vintage MX after over 20 years. Dave 
went on to tell me that the Steamboat motocross of yesteryear still survived. That information peaked my 
attention because the past races were phenomenal.  A couple who owned a ranch just outside of Steamboat 
(the Jenny family) hosted an all classic (1960s era) and premiere (1950s era) vintage motocross race every 
year since the Steamboat national came to an abrupt and unexpected end in 1998. It featured an open natu-
ral terrain track that racers laid out on Friday night. Regular attendees include American racing legend Dick 
Mann and British BSA factory rider Jeff Smith, a man who did more for the popularity of the BSA 441 than 

anyone. Further, he went on, that race was occurring the fol-
lowing weekend!   

Now I was excited. But I also knew getting the bike race 
prepped in six days and heading off to Steamboat with the 
family on one week notice was not going to happen so I de-
clined. However, Dave and I left the conversation exchanging 
contact information. He promised to email me in the spring to 
remind me of the Steamboat 2018 weekend so I could start 
preparing for that race.  

Around April the emails started coming. Emails with infor-
mation on the race and pre registration, information on join-
ing the American Historic Racing Motorcycle Association 
(AHRMA), information on expected attendees and various 
bikes – Dave’s recruitment was relentless and persuasive.  

The author receiving hardware from 

flat track legend Dave Aldana.  

BSA Gold Star motocross bike at Steamboat 

2018.  
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Soon the 441 became the focal point of my garage activity. The front end needed swapping out. I long ago 
ditched the stock BSA forks for a set of Marizzochi’s but they were technically not legal for my class as they 
featured a leading front axle. My budget would not allow for  Ceriani forks but several sources told me that 
early Honda XL front ends worked well on the Victor and were legal. After a few calls I found myself in Parker 
buying a front end. Other work on the bike included mostly removing unnecessary stuff like lights, brake light 
switch and the associated wiring, and putting on number plates and tuning it up. Dave’s emails continued 
coming and soon he had me convinced I needed to bring two bikes to Steamboat. The Triumph TR5T, alt-
hough manufactured in 1973, was eligible for a class. He rationalized I could race more with two bikes and 
they were vintage bikes so what if one would not run on race day? Then it was all a big waste, so of course I 
needed a second bike as an insurance policy. I was easily convinced and my focus turned to the Triumph. 
Soon lights, license plates, steel fenders and side covers came off and a Preston Petty plastic front fender, 
number plates and fresh knobbies went on. 

The weekend arrived and the family and I packed up and headed to Steamboat. I set the bar low for myself. 
A successful race day for me only required; 1) the bikes ran all day, 2) I did not get injured and 3) I did not 
make a complete ass of myself. The natural terrain grass track swept up and down a hillside and featured 
wide lanes and fast open sections. Both bikes ran all day on the track and not only did I not get hurt or make 
an ass of myself, I took first place as an intermediate class rider on both the BSA and the Triumph. More im-
portantly I had a blast with some great people including motorcycle racing legend Dave Aldana.  

The Jenny Ranch race in Steamboat Springs for 2019 occurs on June 8 and 9 and the details are on the 
attached flyer.  This year’s event features a salute to the legendary Dick Mann. A vintage trials occurs on Sat-
urday June 8 and the motocross on June 9 and is well worth the trip to check out some amazing vintage race 
bikes still put to hard use.  I have been working on the BSA since January and although at this time I do not 
have plan to run two bikes, who knows, Dave’s emails keep coming, and he knows about the P-11. . . 

 

 

Dave Wilson’s super clean Triumph 500 technically built for vintage cross country 

enduro racing but well suited for competition on the mx track even with lights!  
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Rode a Norton 
John Dahl 
Jerry Doe 
Jamie Jones 
Scott Robinson 
 
Rode something lesser 
Peter Allen -- Vincent 
Eric Bergman -- Laverda 
Rick Black -- Kawasaki 
Jim Colt -- KTM 
Kris Geller -- Triumph 
John Hartman -- Triumph 
Bob Martin -- Kawasaki 
Mike Powell -- BMW 
Al Slarks -- BSA 
Tom Tallick -- BMW 
Ron Weaver -- BSA 
 
Got there 
Randy Albright 
Bob Ohman 

Once again the Old Bike Ride was 
a fun time. I rode 135 miles on 
the ol’ Norton joined by an       
assortment of beautiful old bikes 
and a not so beautiful assortment 
of (mostly) old men. The roads 
were curvy and the weather was 
fine. Couldn’t ask for a better 
way to spend a Sunday in May. 



8 

 



9 

 

Even though OBR 17 was postponed the day of, a few fine old Brit bikes were there and did a partial 

route ride up and over Lookout Mountain. Foggy air up there was evolving into sleet/snow so they 

came back down 

Mike Powell sent in this picture. I think it explains very 
well why we love to ride in Colorado. What a view!!! 
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When men were 

real men. 
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Peter Allen found this American 

made Norton. Doesn’t look very 

comfortable to ride. 
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2019 

4 CORNERS 

RENDEZVOUS 
(Yes, it is still going on all these years) 

 

When: Thur. -Sun. June 13-16th 
 

Where: See map for directions to 
Sam Manganaro's Place 14984 Rd 31, 
Mancos CO 81328 
 

Who: Hosted by Western Slope 
Norton Riders and Norton Colorado. 

This year's event is dedicated to the 
memory of Pete Bredemier.  
 

Includes: Fee is $30. 00 for tent Camping,  morning coffee,  great 
food planned for Friday and Saturday 
night, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, and 
the coveted paper plate awards.  Close to 
motels in Dolores and Cortez. 

Amazing mountain roads and unbelieva-
ble, but true  campfire stories.   

 

For further information contact Steve 
Harris at sharris@frontier.net or call 

970-946-1960. 

(Please R.S.V.P. so we can figure food) 

mailto:sharris@frontier.net
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For Sale : 1969 BSA Rocket 3 

Rick Black has decided to put his Rocket 3 
up for sale. It’s partially restored, runs, but 
still needs some work. The price : Expensive. 

Call Rick if you are interested. 

720-885-6410 

Editor’s note: This is a BSA Rocket 3, 

but it is not Rick’s. 

Bob Ohman found this very interesting 

piece of Norton. He asked for         

comments. 

Eric B replied: 

Looks like someone tried to convert 

the nut into a crude tap, trying to  

clean up boogered threads in a head. 

That piece is useless now, in my  

opinion.  

Any other thoughts? 
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Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 
 

Here’s a link to information about this year’s national rally in Brooklyn, Michigan 

https://NortonRally.com 
 
Interesting and scientific review of chain lube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnPYdcbcAe0&t=1s 
 

A short interesting analysis of the motorcycle market today. 
https://advrider.com/look-down-that-lonesome-road/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=05_01_2019 

 

Check out these rare bikes for sale 
http://www.liquidap.com/portfolio/rarebikecollection/ 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gIOz-VInPYE7Na00Xurh918ftZFu-tkj 

 

Yes, Ryan Mclatchy.....the inventor of yoga pants!  

https://totalfratmove.com/american-icons-yoga-pants-inventor-ryan-mclatchy/ 

 

MOTORCYCLES THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 

https://www.motorcyclistonline.com/11-most-important-motorcycles-all-time 

For sale;   1946 chase truck 8,000 dollars. 

Greg Ray<montanagreg@midrivers.com> 

Aussie guy Don lives in the Philippines 

and makes lots of Norton stuff  

I just ordered a the slimline feather 

bed rear brake plate  

http://

www.tritonmotorcycleparts.com/2976

20485/product/515579 

https://NortonRally.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnPYdcbcAe0&t=1s
https://advrider.com/look-down-that-lonesome-road/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=05_01_2019
https://advrider.com/look-down-that-lonesome-road/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=05_01_2019
file:///C:/Users/Scott/Documents/2015 pics
http://www.liquidap.com/portfolio/rarebikecollection/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gIOz-VInPYE7Na00Xurh918ftZFu-tkj
https://totalfratmove.com/american-icons-yoga-pants-inventor-ryan-mclatchy/
https://www.motorcyclistonline.com/11-most-important-motorcycles-all-time
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
http://www.tritonmotorcycleparts.com/297620485/product/515579
http://www.tritonmotorcycleparts.com/297620485/product/515579
http://www.tritonmotorcycleparts.com/297620485/product/515579
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Norton Colorado 2019 Event Schedule 
Please check this out and feel free to contact Eric Bergman to suggest more ideas or to volunteer to host an event  

 
 
February 
2/2 (Saturday): Winter Banquet at the Rock Bottom Brewery, Denver 

 

March 
3/2 (Saturday): Group Ride, Parts Depot Work Party or Museum Visit, depending on weather 
3/17 (Sunday): Pub Meeting: Streets of London 

 

April 
4/7 (Sunday): Tech Day @ Bob Martin's 
4/20 (Saturday): Group Ride 

 

May 
5/5 (Sunday): Group Ride 
5/19 (Sunday): OBR 17 

 

June 
6/2 (Sunday): BBQ @ Eric & Susie's 
6/13-16 (Thur-Sun): Four Corners Rendezvous 

 

July 
7/7 (Sunday): Mt Evans Ride & Brunch @ David Sheesley's 
7/20-21 (Saturday - Sunday) : Century Ride 

 

August 
8/3-4 (Saturday-Sunday): Wimpy Campout @ Jamie & 
Michelle Jones' 
8/18 (Sunday): Group Ride 

 

September 
9/6-8 (Friday-Sunday): Cotopaxi 
9/15 (Sunday): English Conclave 
9/28 (Saturday): Group Ride 

 

October 
10/13 (Sunday): Plains Ride (Scott & Julie Robin-
son) 
10/27 (Sunday): Tech Day at MotoWorks Denver 

 
November 
TBA (Saturday): DU Hockey Night (host Scott 
Robinson) 

 

December 
12/1 (Sunday): Pub Meeting 

 

January 2020 
1/1 (Wednesday): New Year's Day Ride 
1/12 (Sunday): Pub Meeting 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 
or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-
mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-
ter. 

 
The official club membership list is posted on 
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 
an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year. 
 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2019 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/

meetings.html 

Prez Points Standings 
Top 10 (2019): 

                                points, events, solo rides 

Looks like we have a couple of new 

names on this list. Is Jack or Debbie’s  

hold on the President’s Trophy coming to 

an end? Keep riding and we’ll see how it 

all turns out in February 2020. 

Ron Weaver     20  4  0 

Scott Robinson   20  4  4 

Arnie Beckman   17  4  1 

Jack Abeyta      16  4  0 

Mike Fields      13  4  0 

David Sheesley    12  4  0 

Jamie Jones      12  4 0 

Peggy Abeyta       11  3  0 

Ross Petersën       11  3  0 

Martin White       10  4  0 

Dan and Bob Martin in Morgan 3-wheeler 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
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Credits: Thanks to Peter Allen,  Eric Bergman,  Arnie Beckman,  Jim Colt,  Jerry Doe,  Bob 
Herman, James Lafler, Bob Martin, Bob Ohman, Jerry Pokorny. Mike Powell and Greg Ray for 
their contributions to this newsletter. 
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445 

onenorton@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

NoNortons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

mister.r@comcast.net 
 

 

Secretary of Commerce 
(My new job title reflects my role in the Parts 
Depot as well as Swag slut) 

Bob Ohman (303)570-9333 

reohman@att.net 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

dks@davidksheesley.com 

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:mister.r@comcast.net
mailto:reohman@att.net
mailto:dks@davivsheesley.com
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

