WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE

Norton Colorado
Newsletter

www.nortoncolorado.org

August/September 2020

Eight of us, on seven
motorcycles, gathered
for David Sheesley’s
annual July 4th ride. The
ride was fun, the weather was great and we
were served a nice
breakfast of scotch eggs
and watermelon. A good
time was had by all.

Upcoming Events
All events are cancelled/postponed
until the world gets healthy again.
Crazy to think that this little guy here, the Coronavirus, has
taken down the entire world and is interfering with our motorcycle riding. See you soon, stay healthy
Look for club emails for more details about these gatherings.
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Norton Colorado: Plan for the rest of this year, please read
Hi Folks,
The officers of the club (Arnie Beckman, Charley Gremmels and me) have agreed on the following plan for
the event schedule for the rest of this season. As you may recall, our “season” runs through January of next
year and the new season begins with the Winter Banquet in early February.
1) For the rest of this season, i.e., up to the Winter Banquet next year, Norton Colorado will have no official
gatherings.
2) We will announce the possibility to join other members for rides and even informal social gatherings.
3) President’s points will only be awarded on a solo ride basis. That is, the only way to earn President’s
Points is to ride a Norton. You can do it by yourself, any day you want. But you have to let me know in a
timely manner.
4) We will handle dues as usual next year, but if anyone is especially hard-pressed financially due to un- or
under-employment or any other reason associated with the pandemic, we will extend membership in
2021 for free.
Any of you can offer to host a ride or an event, for example a Bob Martin Ride, David Sheesley’s breakfast, or
the Plains Ride just give me a couple days lead-time if possible to make a broadcast.
This was a hard decision to make. The social aspects of the club are the main thing that has kept the club
vigorous for so many years, Hopefully that vigor will carry us through these challenging times.
Cheers, Eric

2

Riverside Ride

report and photos by James Lafler, photos by Mike

Powell

Just a few shots from the weekend... I did not take many due to always scratching
the let's ride itch ! I clocked 320 miles round trip over 2 days on my trusty Commando. Weather was spectacular with the only rain on the west side of RMNP.
Ride On,
'laff
d'phantom Commando
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Riverside Ride
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Norton Club Members News
We have a new member!!
Hello Norton Colorado! My name is Matt Reynolds and I
am a new member having just moved to Denver from
Nashville, TN. This is my first time being able to join a
Norton specific club and I am exited to meet everyone
and explore the area on some club rides. I currently
have two Nortons and two BSA's that keep me busy in
the garage. I do all of my own maintenance and restoration work and enjoy chatting about old British bikes and
experiences. I look forward to meeting you all.
Matt’s bikes include : 72 Norton Commando, 68 Norton N15CS
66 BSA Spitfire Mk2, 71 BSA B50

Frank Puckett has entered the
record books of Bonneville Salt Flats

Julie Robinson and her trusty 2004 HD Road Queen have joined the 100,000 mile club

Somewhere in
Missouri
August 11, 2020
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Norton Club Members News
Here’s a report from Bob Herman:
I went over to Montrose last weekend for the
(relocated) annual vintage bike show that’s usually held
the first weekend in June. It felt great to get and about.
Though most people at the (outdoor) show were maskless, it was pretty easy to maintain distancing. I camped
with Steve and Craig in Cimarron. Steve rode one of his
Nortons, which looks like a brother from a different
mother next to my Guzzi:

I hated adjusting
pushrods ,so I
threw a few
gears in

Stanley was a famous Irish Rider who rode for
Norton and Moto Guzzi in the 30-50’s
nice seat on
that biker

Mean looking Norton racer
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Motorcycle Stuff on the web:
Crazy Indonesian Vespa fans:
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/06/25/great-big-story-indonesian-vespas-gbs.great-big-story
Muscle car city:
https://youtu.be/NDPiejyhBfU
Firing up Double Norton Supercharged Drag bike
https://youtu.be/Q8aS2bieGWw
Great Bikes and Bad Business : A Brief History of Norton Motorcycles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isy4AnnThmU
Some good shots of Paris and very cool old motorcycles!! A fun BIG event...back when fun BIG events were possible.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64_zWjXghjQ

Evel Knievel Stunt Cycle – California Creations
https://www.evelknieveltoys.com/products/evel-knievel-stuntcycle

Making your own Hose Clamps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3WouuPBEL4
Amateur on-board race video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgU-AjCKwAM
Twin Norton Manx bikes duel at Revival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xhHQVUbPP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPZ2P_EriRY

For Sale : 1969 BSA Rocket 3
Rick Black has decided to put his
Rocket 3 up for sale. It’s partially restored, runs, but still needs some
work. The price : Expensive.
Call Rick if you are interested.
720-885-6410
Editor’s note: This is a BSA Rocket 3, but it is not Rick’s.

Are you a fan of

Classic Bike Magazines ?

Rick Black is ready to part with his collection. He’s got them all from the 1980’s to the
present. They are yours if you are willing to come and get them.
(720) 885-6410
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Norton Colorado 2020 Event Schedule
February
2/1 (Saturday): Winter Banquet
March
3/1 (Sunday, 10am): Open Garage @ Ric and Joy Landeira (tire mounting demo by Rick Black)
3/15 (Sunday, noon): Pub Meeting: Streets of London
April
4/5 (Sunday): Tech Day/Open Garage @ Bob Martin
4/19 (Sunday, 9am): Group Ride
May
5/2 (Saturday): Open Garage @ Al & Barb Slarks
5/17 (Sunday): OBR 18
June
6/27-28 (Sat-Sun): Riverside Run
July
7/5 (Sunday): Mt Evans Ride & Brunch @ David Sheesley
August
8/1-2 (Saturday-Sunday): Wimpy Campout @ Jamie & Michelle
Jones
8/16 (Sunday): Open Garage @ Dennis Horgan
September
9/11-13 (Friday-Sunday): Cotopaxi overnighter
9/20 (Sunday): English Conclave
October
10/3 (Saturday): Group Ride or Open Garage
10/18 (Sunday): Plains Ride (Scott & Julie Robinson)
November
11/1 (Sunday): Tech Day at MotoWorks Denver
TBA (Saturday): DU Hockey Night
December
12/6 (Sunday): Pub Meeting at Pints Pub
January 2021
1/1 (Friday): New Year's Day Ride
1/17 (Sunday): Pub Meeting at Lincoln's Roadhouse
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Membership

Club Events

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to anyone, regardless of whether they own a Norton,
or any motorcycle whatsoever.

Many events have been scheduled for
the 2020 season, usually about 2 per
month. Participation in these events will
be counted for the President's Award.
Events may be added, dropped, or rescheduled through the year. The schedule can be found in this newsletter or
check the schedule on the club website:

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact information is listed on the last page of this newsletter.

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/
meetings.html

The official club membership list is posted on
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is
an error.
The membership year begins with
the Winter Banquet in February. New members
who join after August 1 are credited with membership for the following year.

Prez Points Standings
Top 10 (2019):
points, events, solo rides

Scott Robinson
David Sheesley
Ron Weaver
Jack Abeyta
Mike Fields
Eric Bergman
Jamie Jones
Jerry Doe
James Lafler
Peggy Abeyta
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77
59
59
50
39
34
33
29
27
26

15
13
13
14
9
19
9
8
5
10

10
10
0
0
4
0
0
1
13
0

Current Occupants
Officers

Staff

President

Road Captain

Webmaster

Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239
arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com

Jack Abeyta (303) 426-0594
abeytaa@aol.com

OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com

Secretary

Newsletter Editor

Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445
onenorton@gmail.com

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580
mister.r@comcast.net

David Sheesley (720) 277-6563

Technical Advisor
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610
comnoz2@juno.com

Treasurer
Charley Gremmels
1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301
970-946-1302
NoNortons@gmail.com

Credits: Thanks to Peter Allen, Arnie Beckman, Eric Bergman, Bob Herman, James
Lafler, Dennis Oberwetter, Jerry Pokorny, Mike Powell and Julie Robinson for their
contributions to this newsletter.
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in future editions.

Norton Colorado
1900 19th Street

Golden, CO 80401
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