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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 
 
 Norton Colorado 

www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

October  2021 

Upcoming  Events 
 
October 3 (Sunday) Plains Ride hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson 
October 24 (Sunday)  Open Garage  11 am to 2 pm  hosted by Jonathan Chaikin,  
November (no set date yet) Tech Session at Scott Robinson’s garage 
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

Dave Sheesley wins a ribbon 

at the English Motoring    

Conclave 
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PSA from Eric regarding the new club website 

Over the past few months we have made major changes in the way e-mail broadcasts are sent out to Norton 

Colorado members and also in the club’s website. It is impossible for me to know if you are all receiving the e

-mails that now come to you from <norton-colorado@googlegroups.com>. If you have not seen an e-mail 

from the club for more than, say, a week or two, there may be a problem. Please get in touch with me by e-

mail or phone (720-400-7835) so we can fix it.  

The new version of the club website (same URL, <https://www.nortoncolorado.org>) is built around the idea 

that members have login accounts and can manage certain aspects of their accounts themselves. The pro-

cess of establishing those accounts and setting up passwords has been a bit rocky, but we’ve learned how to 

fix such problems pretty quickly. If you’ve tried and gotten frustrated, get in touch with me. If you simply 

don’t want to do the login thing at all, that’s OK. It is not necessary to log in to get the basic information, 

such as upcoming events.  

The process of building out and refining the website will be on-going for months, I’m sure. For now, the team 

working on this is Jerry Doe <jerry@dev2host.com>, owner of our ISP <dev2host.com>, David Sheesley 

<OneAtlas@davidksheesley.com>, our webmaster, and myself. We will always welcome feedback on our 

efforts, especially if it’s polite, and even more especially if you buy one of us a beer while expressing your 

well-reasoned opinions!  

By the way, if you need a website built or hosted, Jerry would be delighted to hear from you.  

 

A final toast to Bob Ohman at his favorite bar, Bonnie Brae    

Tavern. Thanks to Claire for a nice send-off for Bob.                     

He will be missed. 

mailto:norton-colorado@googlegroups.com
https://www.nortoncolorado.org/
mailto:jerry@dev2host.com
mailto:OneAtlas@davidksheesley.com
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An Update From Michael Homs:                         

While hiding out at home I have enjoyed the isolation and my new retirement status to contin-
ue fine tuning my Norton engine and adding what I always believe will be the last upgrades/
improvements to her. The tuning work has been fruitful, but I am sad that I never finished it in 
time to get her back on to Jim Comstock's dyno to get a real number comparison of perfor-
mance. I've taken her to a dyno in Denver (at Imperial Sportbikes) but was not entirely pleased 
with the experience. I don't mean to throw stones at their operator, though, as mistakes in both runs were 
there for me to see and I didn't; or I should say, I read the A/F readings completely wrong. Why the operator 
read them wrong as well is a mystery but then I was not a customer who they were making any real money 
from and it was clear I wouldn't be in the future (didn't own an Aprilla!).  

Anyhow, I still have the alternative to do a plug chop and will be heading out to a remote end of I-70 to get 
that data soon. I did finish some remaining work on my electrical harness and setting up/programing my       
M Unit Blue programmable power module as well as fabricating an oil temperature gauge to read oil tank 
temp's, as well as a hinge bracket for my solo seat. It now hinges up and stays on the chassis, so I don't have 
to risk chipping the paint when setting on the ground. I'm still sorting out my latest modification to my rear 
brake linkage and I believe I will have succeeded with the addition of some better rear brake shoe material. 
Initially, I thought the weakness in stopping power was purely due to the rear set linkage having a very poor 
leverage, but I now believe it is also due to the shoe material.  

All that aside, I wanted to let you know that I've been able to rack up 927 miles of test riding (read: debugging 
rides!) and can honestly say she is very reliable and runs, stops, rides and shifts like I wanted when I started 
out improving her.   

Thanks for the update. Glad to hear you are almost pleased with your bike, at least until you can think of an-
other way to improve it. It sure is a beautiful machine. -- Scott 

Only a life long teacher would hear so clearly that I'm "almost pleased" with my Norton! That is absolutely  
accurate and is at the heart of what has driven me all these years. I bought her fresh from serving in the mili-
tary for four years. I was 25 years old and $600 was more money than I had ever had in my life, so I borrowed 
it from my disapproving but loving father. I found a good job shortly after, repairing microfilm cameras and 
processors and paid him off within the year. Immediately after that last payment I began converting her from 
a Norton with 6" over forks and Z bars to my dream of owning and riding a cafe bike. All of what little I now 
know about mechanics, hydraulics and electricity has mainly come from my numerous applications of misun-
derstood theory. Best lab work I've ever done; a wee bit pricey but worth it! 
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Another beautiful 

day for riding.  

I counted 18 bikes at 

the meeting spot in 

Golden. 
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 Our latest Holy Spirit story  by  Bill Brokaw 

 

            Yesterday, 9-22-’21, was our first dirt road ride with the Suzuki side car bike since I screwed 
up my knee. I parked the cane less than a week ago; almost a ‘you can see it coming’ scenario. 

            So, the bike fired up and did nothing strange for nearly an hour into the ride. We had wanted 
to explore a development beyond a place we had helped with an auction. This had us turning off the 
county road and bopping along a dirt road through a beautiful, forested area with virtually no sign of 
the homes it would serve. Finally, as the road deteriorated some and the distance was becoming 
miles, we rode by a driveway. Then the road descended a small valley and ended at a gate on the 
other side. The end of the road. A large John Deere front end loader was parked near where an in-
viting two track trail followed the valley down. So, we went to look. 

            The trail became a bit steeper, and ruts were forming so time to turn us around. This meant 
dealing with the ruts doing the U-turn which I did not do well and stalled the engine. No biggie, just 
hit the magic button. No response! Looked at the instruments and they were blank. Turned to Suzi 
and, in disbelief, announced that we had no electricity. Took the seat off and stared at the battery 
and other components as though some reason for this would magically appear. After a bit I tried the 
switch again and the instruments came on then retired, so I knew it was not about fuses, simply a 
gone away battery. 

            So, bump starting was a maybe, but the tire would only slide in second gear and there was 
no way to get the needed momentum for third. So, we sat there facing the almost certainty of having 
to walk out of this situation. So in answer to this Suzi calmly got out our picnic lunch and we sat 
there and leisurely enjoyed it. I was looking at her in amazement as there seemed no reaction to the 
pickle we were in. 

            So, we started our trek by hiking back to the John Deere and maybe it had a horn that could 
be honked. Since homes in places like this are mainly weekenders, we really did not expect either 
of the two in the vicinity would be occupied. The cab of the Deere was unlocked, and the horn 
worked, so I started honking just in case. When I honked enough to satisfy Suzi, I looked up the 
road and saw a building dust cloud. You got to be kidding! 

            Soon I was explaining our plight to the driver of a big truck with a huge trailer full of unidenti-
fiable, to us, equipment. He explained he was building a home on the ridge beyond the gate. No 
jumper cables were available, but I said with a rope a tow would be possible to start the bike. He 
said he had an ATV at the site and later showed up with that and a large tow strap. Can you be-
lieve? With the strap looped around the side car mount like my daddy had taught me nearly three 
quarters of a century before, we pulled off a third gear bump start. 

            Our savior waved off any thought of a reward and we piled on and made tracks while it was 
running. The great distance back to the county road was covered with thoughts of thanks to the Ho-
ly Spirit that we were not hoofing it. Of course, that would have been only the start of dealing with 
the problem 

            The instruments would rapidly come on and go off all the way home, but the alternator sol-
diered on and got us home. Whewee! 
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English Motoring Conclave 2021 
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My Evel Kneivel Experience   

by Dennis Oberwetter 

Julie, being hit on by old Kneivel, brought back several memo-

ries of one of the reasons I have ridden motorcycles for most 

of my life. My parents had a auto detailing shop in Tucson AZ, 

the night of November 19, 1966 my parents had a booth at the 

old Tucson drag strip, I was excited because I got to stay up 

that night, and the big attraction was, The Green Hornet car! 

The car was a let down, flat black and not very exciting, maybe 

if Bruce Lee had been there! Later it was announced that some 

crazy guy, who couldn't even spell Evil right, was going to jump 

a bunch of cars on his Norton Atlas, so I was front row for the 

guy who was going to kill himself that night. He did his usual wheelies, then rode to the top of the ramp, then 

back down to the starting point, no science involved with this nut, just full throttle and up and over. Because 

it was night, everyone had either flash bulbs or the new flash cubes, this created a strobe light effect, slowing 

down the air time, and reflecting red, green and blue on the frame. After he landed he raced over to the gar-

age we were in and stopped in the middle of the crowed and right in front of me. He smiled at all the ladies, 

including my mother, which was pretty gross, he then smiled at me and winked, he was a showman.      

A little while later I started to ride a friends Briggs & Stratton powered mini bike, then I got a Honda Trail 50, 

yes I jumped it every chance I got! When we sold it, I noticed after my Dad and the other guy loaded it into 

his pickup, the right hardtail tube was about cracked clean through from all my jumps. In the mean time, I 

had seen Easy Rider and On Any Sunday, which made me love riding even more.  

Flash forward to July 30, 1972 Continental Divide Raceways, Castle Rock, CO. My friend’s parents invited me 

to watch Knievel jump again. He managed to knock out the power while landing his light twin airplane, so a 

long hour wait! He did a bunch of wheelies, than brought out a trike, that was supposedly rocket powered, 

said he was going to jump The Grand Canon with it, even then I thought sure you are! By then, he had 

crashed his Triumph, (should have stuck with the Atlas I guess,) trying to jump the fountain at Caesar's Palace 

on Wide World Of Sports! Now he was riding a Harley XR750, the most beautiful of all the Harleys!  This jump 

was not as spectacular as being close up and personal on the previous jump, it was all over in a blink of an 

eye. Funny thing, while waiting you could hear people in the crowd saying, "I hope he crashes and dies," as 

the time got closer, you would hear people say, "I hope he crashes, but is OK," then, when he came racing up 

to the ramp, you could literally feel all the crowds energy focused on him, as everyone stopped breathing, 

and were willing him over the cars! I have never experienced anything like that since then, no wonder he 

loved to jump.                                                                                                                                                                                      

I am not sure how much influence he had on my riding, I was pretty much destined to ride, I didn't even talk 

about seeing him twice until the 30th anniversary of Caesars Palace. Still, He was Evil Knievel, so he was larg-

er than life, what more can you say! On a side note, My Mother didn't like him much, until she saw him on TV 

talking about his troubles with the IRS. He said something to the effect, I don't mind them picking on me, but 

leave my ex-wife alone! After that, he was known as a lovable rascal.                                                                                                                                                                                        
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Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 
 

Jerry D’s in Dacono to reopen: 

https://www.dailycamera.com/2021/09/14/amid-big-changes-daconos-jerry-ds-to-keep-original-vibe/  

 

iPhones don't like the ride 

https://share.smartnews.com/wbQrG   

 

"New Study Shows Just How Beneficial Motorcycles Are to You, The Environment and the Economy" here:  

https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-news/new-study-shows-just-how-beneficial-
motorcycles-are-to-you-the-environment-and-the-economy-ar192931.html   

 

Jay Leno's JPN 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLtWD0SvrYo>   

We’ve all seen grainy old B&W footage of the Ton Up Boys etc. This is a brief documentary about 
Royal Enfield’s history, with some interesting footage from inside the Enfield plant in England, 
then in India; early trials riding, a few splashes of cafe racer color, interviews with characters from 
Reddich, etc. It’s pretty well made, I think, and a fun 27 minutes of distraction.  

The video quality is lousy on Youtube, but the comments from the old Rockers etc. are entertain-
ing as hell. 

Bob Herman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAFheyFew3A  

I´ve had to clean out my things at dad´s place, and among the trin-
kets, nick-knacks, flotsam and detritus I came upon the famous Wind-
jammer fairing and mounting rack for a Norton Commando that I got 
from Eric so many years ago. While it served its purpose (and is high-
lighted in my membership photo), it´s time for it to go to a new home. 
Still in good shape!  

Tim Johnson 

timson4@gmail.com  
 

 

https://www.dailycamera.com/2021/09/14/amid-big-changes-daconos-jerry-ds-to-keep-original-vibe/
https://share.smartnews.com/wbQrG
https://share.smartnews.com/wbQrG
https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-news/new-study-shows-just-how-beneficial-motorcycles-are-to-you-the-environment-and-the-economy-ar192931.html
https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-news/new-study-shows-just-how-beneficial-motorcycles-are-to-you-the-environment-and-the-economy-ar192931.html
https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-news/new-study-shows-just-how-beneficial-motorcycles-are-to-you-the-environment-and-the-economy-ar192931.htmlhttps:/www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-news/new-study-shows-just-how-beneficial-motorcycle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLtWD0SvrYo
%3chttps:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLtWD0SvrYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAFheyFew3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAFheyFew3A
mailto:timson4@gmail.com
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Norton Colorado 2021 Event Schedule  
 

These are the events planned so far. As you can see there is still plenty of open time for you 
to host an event. Events can be a ride, a lunch meeting, a tech session or whatever your little 
heart desires it to be.  

 

May 23 (Sunday) Gentleman’s Ride 
 
June 5 – 6 (Saturday – Sunday) Vintage racing, Steamboat Springs, Arnie Beckman 
June 13 (Sunday) BBQ at Eric and Suzy’s house 
June 17-20 (Thursday-Sunday) Four Corners Rendezvous 
June 26-27 (Saturday-Sunday) Riverside Ride 
 
July 4 (Sunday) Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch at David Sheesley’s 
July 25 (Sunday) BMAC Memorial Ride and Picnic at the home of Frank Puckett in Monument 
July 31 – Aug 1 (Saturday – Sunday) Wimpy campout hosted by Jamie and Michelle Jones 

August 14 (Saturday) Bob Kelly’s “Colorado Vintage Motorcycle Show” at the Adams County 
 Historical Society in Brighton  
August 21 (Saturday) Morgan Adams Concours d’Elegance  (not official club event) 
August 22 (Sunday) BBQ/Tech Day hosted by Bob Martin 
 
September 12 (Sunday) OBR 18 
September 18 and 19 British Conclave Ride Saturday, Show Sunday 
 
 
October 3 (Sunday) Plains Ride hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson 
 
October 24 (Sunday)  Open Garage  11 am to 2 pm  hosted by Jonathan Chaikin, Tamara Hale          
     and Hazel   1180 Cathedral Rock Dr., Sedalia CO 80135  (720) 447-5991                               
     jonathanchaikin@gmail.com 
 
November (no set date yet) : Tech session at Scott Robinson’s garage. I need help starting an 
 overhaul of my 1975 Mark III Norton. I’ll email out a date and more info later. 
 

 
 

mailto:jonathanchaikin@gmail.com
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 
or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-
mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-
ter. 

 
The official club membership list is posted on 
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 
an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year. 
 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2020 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/

meetings.html 

Prez Points Standings 
Top 10 (2020): 

                                points, events, solo rides 

Jack Abeyta   35 

Peggy Abeyta   25 

Scott Robinson  23 

David Sheesley  17 

James Lafler   15 

Debby Johnson  12 

Jack does it again, for the 6th time!!!! 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
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Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman,  Bill Brokaw,  Jim Colt,  Michael Homs,  Bob Herman,  
Dennis Horgan, Dennis Oberwetter, Scott Potter and David Sheesley for their contributions 
to this newsletter. 
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445 

onenorton@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

NoNortons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

mister.r@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com 

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:mister.r@comcast.net
mailto:OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

