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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 
 
 Norton Colorado 

www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

March 2022 

Upcoming  Events 
 
March 20 (Sunday) Clancey's  
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

Debbie Johnson’s beloved 

Norton Commando and 

Eric Bergman and Tim 

Johnson.  
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 New Membership Category  
 

We have implemented a new membership category called “corresponding member”. This is available to any-
one who lives outside Colorado, including other parts of the U.S. There are no dues requirements because 
such members are unable to take advantage of most of the benefits that the dues subsidize, such as the 
Winter Banquet. 

The advantage of this membership category is that we attract the interest of fellow Norton enthusiasts with 
different perspectives and experiences that can enhance our own enjoyment of the club. These remote folks 
can also be good contacts if you happen to be traveling to their part of the world.  

 

I’ve always taken pride in the fact that people in other parts of the world find our activities of sufficient in-
terest to want to be part of our community, and I have greatly enjoyed getting to know them to one degree 
or another. I attended the Manx GP races on Isle of Man a few years back at the invitation of Julian Kow-
aleski. I’m sure Trevor, Julian and Bill  and others would enjoy getting to know some other members of Nor-
ton Colorado more closely. 

If you qualify for corresponding membership and would like to switch your membership category to that, 
just let me know. --- Eric 

 

Did you ever dream of being an officer of Norton Colorado?  

Now’s your chance. 
 
1. We  hereby announce that all elected officer positions are open for election, and request nominations. 

2. If there are any nominations we hold an e-mail-in election 

3. The current officers will appoint someone who is not running for any office as Election Official and they 
 accept and tally votes from the members. 

 

4. Members have until April 1st (seems like an appropriate date) to send in their votes.  

 

 

Yes, you too can be a Newsletter Editor  
 

While I am still happy to be producing the club newsletter I have completed 7 years of my 5 year commit-
ment to this position. If you were waiting for me to finally offer it up, now would be a good time to speak 
up. If not, I will take it as a compliment that you like my work and continue for the next year.  Let me or Eric 
know if you would like to take over. 

 

Scott Robinson 
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Dennis Horgan Open House and Debbie Johnson Memorial Gathering 

Dennis Horgan’s man cave is made up of 2 huge rented garages in 
Broomfield. He has an interesting collection of motorcycles of vari-
ous makes and walking around checking out his stuff was enjoyable.  

The highlight of this open house was to divvy up Debbie Johnson’s 
tool collection and her motorcycle stuff. Unfortunately, Debbie left 
us the week before this gathering so it turned into a memorial for 
Debbie as well. While we dug through her things we swapped Debbie 
stories. We discussed how Debbie wanted members of Norton Colo-
rado to have her tools. We were like a family to her and a large part 
of her adult life. It’s her way of living on in our garages and our pro-
jects. What better way to remember Debbie than to think of her as 
you are turning a bolt and saying a word of thanks for having the tool 
to do it.  

We had a huge gathering and it was especially nice , at a time like this, to spend time with old 
friends.  

Thanks Dennis.  
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Remembering Debby  by Dennis Horgan 
 

At the outset I will say that I didn’t know Debby all 
that well.  And Debby liked it that way.  She was one 
of the most private individuals I’ve known.  What 
I’ve learned about her was in long car rides to the 
mountains, and more recently back to Denver to 
help her find a place in what became her final home 
in a skilled nursing facility.  I learned she was es-
tranged from her family, a sister and brother out 
west, and hadn’t seen either of them for many 
years.  But I also learned how much she valued all 
the members of the Norton Club.  In a sense, the 
Club members were the family she didn’t have.  She 
had all her Old Bike Ride stickers on the fenders and 
side covers of her bikes, she saved all the trophies 
from various shows and rides over the years, and we 
found a box full of all the souvenirs she collected 
from various club events.  She told me she loved 
competing with Jack Abeyta for the presidents tro-
phy for making the most rides and club functions, 
and she would often send me an email to encourage 
me to go to various club events.  And I know she had 
a rich email correspondence with many other club 
members too. 
 
And she really loved motorbikes - they were her 
passion.  She was proud of all the work she put into 
her blue Norton, rebuilding the engine, and sending 
the tank and side covers back east to be painted a 
custom shade of blue.  She also kept her other bikes 
in good shape.  She always bought high quality parts, 

and did the proper maintenance on all of them.  She told me one of her great frustrations was that as she 
got sicker, she couldn’t go out in the garage and keep them cleaned up and charged up so she could take 
them out when the weather permitted. 
 
But all of this is the external Debby - Debby the hobbyist.  I know that inside she had a much deeper inner 
life.  She had a few very close friends, and she kept journals, diaries of her life and interests.  She valued her 
time here with all of us.  When the pulmonary fibrosis hit - first manifested by a dry cough and then rapidly 
getting worse - she moved to the mountains so she could absorb all the beauty she could.  And she even 
bought a new motorbike, so that she could continue exploring the roads and byways for as long as possible.   
 
When I visited her in the facility, not long before she died, she told me with resignation and sadness, that she 
never planned on spending the last months of her life in a motel room.  So when I learned she had died, I 
was shocked and saddened, but also relieved.  Her suffering is over, and she is where she belongs, riding 
across the heavens in the endless sunshine.   

RIP Debbie, you will be missed. Thank you for 
all you have done for our club.  
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Debby’s Silver Norton Finds a Good Home 

By James Ingram,  Sherman Texas 
 
I would like to introduce myself. I have been a long time 
Norton fan having owned 5 (at different times.) I have 
been in love with motorcycles since a classmate showed 
me a Triumph sales brochure during English class and I 
have never been the same. That brochure had models 
from the Hurricane and Trident, the Bonneville all the 
way to the 500 Trophy Trail. I was hooked. Those bikes 
looked like pure adventure to me and I had yet to throw 
a leg over a bike. 
 
During my college days I landed a job at the Triumph, Norton and BMW dealer in Oklahoma City. I did mostly 
Triumph, BSA and Norton work because at the time they needed work the most. Of all the British bikes it was 
the Norton's I fancied the most. This was followed a close second by the Triumph three cylinder offering. The 
Tridents/Rocket Threes were wonderful when they were built right and none of them were. 
 
I am back in the Norton fold after having purchased Debby’s silver 74 850. Debby and I were email friends for 
years and we corresponded at least once a week, sometimes more. 
 
The bike purchase gave me the excuse I needed to actually come up to Denver, see and talk to her in person. 
My son went with me and we split the driving chores. He did most of the Denver intown traffic driving since I 
don’t think that fast anymore.  
 
I was more than a little nervous about COVID knowing how fragile her health was. I took a COVID test at my 
hotel and it came up negative or I would not have gone. I had a nice visit with her. It was as if we were great 
friends right from the start.  It was also a little sad. There were no hugs but I did pat her knee. I really didn’t 
want to give her anything. 
 
To those of you that know, the bike is a classic roadster with many sensible improvements for safety and 
readability. As luck would have it, the week I got back I developed COVID. It hit me pretty hard and it has tak-
en me 7 weeks to get to the point where I can actually do things. 
 
Last week I pulled the tank and reset the carb needles for flat land running. I also changed the main jets to 
260s. Everything here runs 260s and it has 210s in it. We will see what kind of jetting it will really take when I 
can actually get it warmed up and ride it. 
 
I drained the sump as it was full from sitting. I fitted a new battery after I figured out Debby's positive and 
negative attachments. I gave it a kick and it fired right up. It goes really well. I even rode it up and down the 
street a few times (sans license plate)  and the jetting feels good (for now). 
 
I still have some work to do. The rear tire, an Avon Roadrider, is majorly weather cracked. The tire shows to 
be 7 years old, not terribly old but kind of young for this kind of deterioration. The front looks fine. I plan on 
adding turn signals. It gives people, who are trying to run over me, something pretty to look at. 
 
I hope I can continue the great work she started but I also plan to ride and enjoy it. 
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Home-built Motorcycle Workstand  by Eric Bergman 
 

Even though I have two motorcycle lifts, an old Handy Lift and one of 
the Harbor Freight units, I have enough projects that I decided to build 
one or two wooden workstands to supplement them. I poked around 
the internet a little and came across a video on YouTube of a design 
that appealed to me as being very simple to build. This is a fixed bench 
so loading and unloading bikes will require a ramp, or another lift, or a 
couple manly friends. I’m intending to use this bench for lighter mo-
tos, not the big Laverdas, and it’s meant for longer-term builds, not 
routine maintenance. 

 

The concept is simple: two stiff panels separated by 4x4 posts at the 
corners. The panels are each 2’ wide by any length up to 8'. I did this 
one at 7’ but the next one will be a bit shorter, maybe as short as 6'. 
The width could be reduced somewhat but you need to consider sta-
bility vs the weight of the bikes you'd be putting on it. My Handy lift is 
24" wide and the Harbor Freight one is 27". I made this one with 2' uprights, which put the final deck height 
at about 29" with casters with 3" wheels, very close to the normal working height of my two lifts. The bottom 
panel serves as a storage area for parts related to whatever project is on the stand. 

 

Each panel is 3/4 plywood reinforced with a frame of 2x4s (on edge) around the perimeter and a couple in-
ternal ribs. Turn the bottom panel upside down so the pockets face each other and install the 4x4s at the cor-
ners to achieve whatever height you want (up to 2' with a single 8-foot 4x4). I fastened everything with deck 
screws, two screws for each joint between lumber pieces, about every 10 inches along the plywood into the 
2x4 perimeter frame. I used no glue. I considered using lag bolts or even through-going carriage bolts on the 
corner attachments to the uprights, but it didn't seem necessary for the relatively light loads (~400 lbs max) 
I'm planning to use this for. 

 

I put swivel casters on all four corners so it’s easy to shift around the shop. I have limited space and it's really 
helpful to be able to roll the workstand around to get it out of the way. If I need the stand to sit more secure-
ly, I can put a length of 4x4 under each end to lift the casters off the floor and stabilize it. If mobility isn't a 
priority you could omit the casters and just put some furniture pads under the corners (to prevent wobbling 

on irregularities on the floor). 

 

For an intermediate level of mobility you could attach a pair of fixed rollers 
on one end that would engage the floor when the other end is lifted so it 
could be moved around like a wheelbarrow. In that case you'd probably 
want to make an attachment for some removable lifting arms at the end 
opposite the wheels. I think you could do this pretty easily by drilling two 
holes (~1 inch) near the corners in the rear 2x4 and the next inner rib and 
inserting lengths of steel pipe. 
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For one bench you’ll need a 4x8 sheet of 3/4” plywood (~$75), six 8-foot 2x4s (~$7 ea), and one 8-foot 4x4 
(~$13). These are Home Depot prices. I paid a bit more at a small building supply business near me and got 
better quality lumber. Six 8-foot 2x4s gives you enough to do a perimeter frame on each panel and two inter-
nal ribs in each one. You'll need a supply of 2" and 3" deck screws, and lag screws (1/4" or 5/16", 1-1/2 inch-
es long, with washers) if you're fitting casters. Pre-drill for all screws. If you don't have the facility to rip a 4x8' 
sheet of plywood in half comfortably, most lumber yards will do it for you for a small fee. Assembly is very 
straight-forward. Build the two panels, flip the bottom one over so the ribs are up, attach the uprights in the 
corners, then plop the top panel over them and secure. Add casters at the corners. 

 

The photos should make all this very clear. The motorcycle is a 1957 Moto Morini 175 Gran Turismo. For a 
small moto like this, you can see that the 7' length is excessive, and the width could reduced a bit too. All the 
crap in the bottom is from a different project, parts of a 1974 Laverda 750. The front wheel clamp is the one 
that came on my Harbor Freight lift, which was replaced with a proper wheel vise. This clamp is going away 
very soon, though, as I've ordered another wheel vise for this workstand. I will probably add some attach-
ment points for tie-downs. The whole thing feels quite solid and stable, even though there are no vertical 
supports in the middle. They'd be easy to add if you feel they're necessary for your situation. 

A mysterious Norton Superior 

A couple of 

interesting  

Norton hybrids 

And a Norton Knucklehead  

(The bike, not the rider) 
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Mecum Vegas Auction - January 25-29, 2022  by Dennis Horgan 

 
Last year, because of covid, they changed the date and venue for the 
auction, so I missed it.  But this year I was determined to go and see 
what was happening.  My particular motivation this year was that an 
old friend I used to work with at JPL was selling his collection of very 
high quality motorbikes.  I’ve been secretly hoping I could buy one, but 
as I’ll explain, no such luck this year.   
 
Mecum had about 1750 motorbikes this year, and a number of large 
collections were for sale.  One morning they started out with 90 Har-
leys - most of them very old.  And there were the usual assortment of 

bikes I just don’t understand.  There were a bunch of tiny “monkey bikes” that seemed designed for kids - but 
they were being bought by old men who would probably squish the bike if they sat on it.  A couple of guys 
were bidding up some of these tiny bikes, because, as one guy said - 
he was “filling out his collection”.  Go figure!  And there were serious 
collector/hoarders everywhere.  One guy had 58 Kawasaki Z900s from 
the mid-70s and he sold several at the auction for up to $24,000. 
 
Lots of dirt bikes for sale again this year, some of which I had heard 
of, and some of the less common brands - Penton, Greeves, Bultaco, - 
all seemed to go for a fair amount of money.  But there were fewer 
Nortons this year - or so it seemed.  More Kawasaki triples this year - 
some of which had been restored to a high standard and brought 
more than $20,000.  A few years back there were some nice triples that sold for less than $8,000.  So the old 
Mach IIIs are becoming collectable. 
 
My friend sold his entire collection at no reserve, and did very well.  He sold his Indian 4s for about $140,000 
each, and his Brough Superior  (1938 SS100) sold for $215,000.  He was happy, but needless to say, I couldn’t 
afford any of his bikes.  And generally - WOW - prices were high this year.  People were spending - buying old 
unridable museum quality Harleys for $150,000, and nicely restored 60’s Bonnevilles for up to $25,000.  I 
kept my eye on a couple of bikes for Jamie Jones, and I didn’t even get my hand up before the bidders blew 
through his top price.  And that happened to me too. 
 
So I came back empty handed, but having a lot of fun seeing the sights and some very nice bikes.  And a word 

to the slovenly among you - wash your bikes!  The bidders want lots of spit and polish.  Over-restoring is what 

they want, and there were a lot of top dollar bikes that looked better on the auction block than they ever did             

in the showroom.  
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A short video of an old motorcycle race that includes a look at the very rare Norton Cosworth racer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzC4qU1O3Q4> 

 

Want to buy an old motorcycle? 

https://newatlas.com/motorcycles/biggest-motorcycle-auction-trends-mecum-2022/  

 

1990 Isle of Man TT | JPS Rotary Norton | PURE RETRO FX!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLnE3J7j1Ss  

 

This is the P89 prototype, not the somewhat better known Norton Challenge P86. Very interesting.  

https://silodrome.com/p89-norton-cosworth-experimental-prototype/?
fbclid=IwAR0gS6jykRR9KOLO1EbLGlxAcq1i0Nh63Kftts1NaYSb3Rv7m4N2rvaHI5w  

 

Norton V4 

https://uk.motor1.com/news/552633/norton-v4-cafe-racer-unveiled/  
 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

 Bikes For Sale-- From Greg  Ray  

Anybody wanna buy my 47 knuckle?  Looks like good time to sell.  I have owned bike since 1986.  I have 

the 48 pan  bobber for sale and also bob martins 55 panhead.  Also for sale is three titled 1975 honda 

goldwings.  1 beautiful one, one nice one and a rolling complete chassis.  One more gold wing is a    ti-

tled  1978 full vetter equipped bike.  motor turns over but not running. The morgan three wheeler is 

also for sale.  Please call 406-538-3914 for any answers to your questions.  More stuff like 2 hot rods 

and a fire truck!  Stay safe, Linda and Greg  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzC4qU1O3Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzC4qU1O3Q4%3e
https://newatlas.com/motorcycles/biggest-motorcycle-auction-trends-mecum-2022/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLnE3J7j1Ss
https://silodrome.com/p89-norton-cosworth-experimental-prototype/?fbclid=IwAR0gS6jykRR9KOLO1EbLGlxAcq1i0Nh63Kftts1NaYSb3Rv7m4N2rvaHI5w
https://silodrome.com/p89-norton-cosworth-experimental-prototype/?fbclid=IwAR0gS6jykRR9KOLO1EbLGlxAcq1i0Nh63Kftts1NaYSb3Rv7m4N2rvaHI5w
https://silodrome.com/p89-norton-cosworth-experimental-prototype/?fbclid=IwAR0gS6jykRR9KOLO1EbLGlxAcq1i0Nh63Kftts1NaYSb3Rv7m4N2rvaHI5w
https://uk.motor1.com/news/552633/norton-v4-cafe-racer-unveiled/
https://uk.motor1.com/news/552633/norton-v4-cafe-racer-unveiled/
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33rd Annual Riverside Ride  

Riders Meeting:  

The Riverside Ride starts at 9:00 am Saturday June 25th  

JJ's Country Corner  

Taft and Harmony  

Fort Collins, CO  

 

Riverside Rendezvous:  

The only "official" meetup. Breakdowns, flat tires, bad weather can make meetup schedules meaningless. 
Ride any part of the route you want to. See you at the Bear Trap.  

 

Riverside Cabins:  

Wyoming raised the lodging tax so the break even price is now $82 per cabin. The goal is two Riders per cab-
in. Please make an attempt to find your own roommates.  

You can view available cabins with this LINK You might be able to source other lodging in Riverside or En-
campment.  

If you want to go, sign up for more information.  

 

Cabin Reservations:  

NEW this year is a two week Reservation Window from May 21st thru June 4th  

Make your Reservation Request by email to pcriders8@gmail.com between those dates. Please include the 
name of your roommate or if you would rather have one assigned for you. You may request a cabin for your-
self as a single occupant, but that will depend on what is available at the close of the Reservation Window. A 
confirmation email listing current reservations and any ride updates will be sent June 6th.  

You will have until June 10th to cancel your reservation.  An email response will be sent ASAP.  

 

Campers:  

Tents are allowed on the grassy area at the cabins or next door at the Campground. Please advise during the 
Registration Window if you will be camping, as I may need an accurate headcount. pcriders8@gmail.com  

 

Payments:  

The Ride is free and camping is free at the cabins. Make payments to Mike Powell to get your cabin key. Cash 
is King.  

 

FYI:  

I have been asked who or what are the Phantom Canyon Riders. So...  

The Phantom Canyon Riders are a community of vintage/antique motorcycle enthusiasts who at some point 
in time have participated in the annual group ride the last weekend of June. No more, no less. Like any com-
munity we have newcomers, oldtimers and some who have moved on.  

As an individual participating in this Ride you and you alone are responsible for your welfare and behavior. 
Furthermore,  by your participation you agree to absolve any other participant in any capacity from any re-
sponsibility for any loss or injury you may incur.  

The Ride is what you make it. Let's make it fun.  

LINK
mailto:pcriders8@gmail.com
mailto:pcriders8@gmail.com
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INOA 2022 Rally  Information 

 
The Rip Van Norton Rally IS ON!   

July 11-15 in upstate New York.  

Pre-registration is open: INOA 2022 Rally - INOA Rally 

(nortonrally.com)  
Chuck Contrino Rally Chairman 347-881.6490  

https://nortonrally.com/
https://nortonrally.com/
https://nortonrally.com/
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Norton Colorado 2022 Event Schedule  
 

These are the events planned so far. As you can see there is still plenty of open time for you to 
host an event. Group rides will be announced throughout the season on short notice, based on 
weather conditions. In the interest of variety, volunteers are solicited to lead group rides on 
their favorite roads. Likewise, we're looking for volunteers to host an open garage. Tech days 
are usually scheduled on short notice as they become necessary.  Contact Eric 
<eric@nortoncolorado.org> for more information or to volunteer. 

 
February 12 (Saturday) Open Garage @ Dennis Hor-
gan's  
 
March 20 (Sunday) Clancey's  
 
April 24 (Sunday) Tech Day/Open Garage at Bob  
 Martin's  
 
May 22 (Sunday) Distinquished Gentleman's Ride  
May 29 (Sunday) BBQ at Eric Bergman & Susie    
 Saarinen's  
 
June 5 (Sunday) Group Ride  
June 16 - 19 (Thurs - Sun) Four Corners Rendezvous  
 
July 10 (Sunday) Mt.  Evans Ride & Brunch @ David 
 Sheesley's  
July 23 (Saturday) BMAC Picnic  
 
August 6 -7 (Saturday - Sunday) Wimpy Campout @ 
 Jamie & Michell Jones'  
August 13 (Saturday) Colorado Vintage Motorcycle Show  
 
September 11 (Sunday) Old Bike Ride 1 9  
September 18 (Sunday) English Conclave  
 
October 2 (Sunday) Plains Ride  
October 16 (Sunday) Open Garage @ 
 Jonathan Chaikin's  
 
December 4 (Sunday) Pints Pub  
 
January 1, 2023 (Sunday) New Year's 
 Day Ride  
January  15 (Sunday) Lincoln's Road
 house  

mailto:eric@nortoncolorado.org
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Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2022 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/

meetings.html 

Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 
or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-
mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-
ter. 

 
The official club membership list is posted on 
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 
an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year. 
 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
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Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman,  Dennis Horgan,  James Ingram,  Julian Kowalewski and 
Greg Ray for their contributions to this newsletter. 
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445 

onenorton@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

NoNortons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

mister.r@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com 

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:mister.r@comcast.net
mailto:OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

