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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 
 
 Norton Colorado 

www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

June 2022 

Upcoming  Events 
 
June 4 (Saturday) Colorado Vinatge MC Show, Erie 
June 12 (Sunday) BBQ at Eric Bergman & Susie Saarinen's  
June 17-19 Progressive MC Show, Loveland 
June 16 - 19 (Thurs - Sun) Four Corners Rendezvous  
 
July 10 (Sunday) Mt. Evans Ride & Brunch @ David Sheesley's  
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

After 6 months of   
rebuilding and cleaning, 
my  Norton is back on 
the road again. Thanks 
to all of you who 
helped. 
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• Lucas Jokes  
Why didn't the Germans bomb the Lucas plants during WWII? The Germans considered Lucas an ally. 
• The Lucas motto: "Get home before dark." 
• "And the Lord said 'let there be light'...Joseph Lucas replied 'no way, Lord, no way'." 

• Lucas denies having invented darkness. But they still claim "sudden, unexpected darkness". 
• Lucas--inventor of the first intermittent wiper. 

• Lucas--inventor of the self-dimming headlamp. 

• The three-position Lucas switch--DIM, FLICKER and OFF. The other three switch settings--SMOKE, SMOL-
DER and IGNITE. 
• The original anti-theft devices--Lucas Electric products. 

• "I've had a Lucas pacemaker for years and have never experienced any prob..." 

• If Lucas made guns, wars would not start either. 

• Did you hear about the Lucas powered torpedo? It sank. 
• It's not true that Lucas, in 1947, tried to get Parliament to repeal Ohm's Law. They withdrew their efforts 
when they met too much resistance. 
• Did you hear the one about the guy that peeked into a Land Rover and asked the owner "How can you 
tell one switch from another at night, since they all look the same?" "He replied, it doesn't matter which one 
you use, nothing happens!" 

• Back in the '70s Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing vacuum cleaners. It 
was the only product they offered which didn't suck. 
• Quality Assurance phoned and advised the Engineering guy that they had trouble with his design shorting 
out. So he made the wires longer. 
• Why do the English drink warm beer? Lucas made the refrigerators, too. 
• Alexander Graham Bell invented the Telephone. Thomas Edison invented the Light Bulb. Joseph Lucas 
invented the Short Circuit. 
• Recommended procedure before taking on a repair of Lucas equipment: check the position of the stars, 
kill a chicken and walk three times clockwise around your car chanting: "Oh mighty Prince of Darkness pro-
tect your unworthy servant." 
• Lucas systems actually uses AC current; it just has a random frequency. 
• Lucas is an acronym for Loose Unsoldered Connections and Splices. 

• In the 1980's Lucas tried to get into the newly burgeoning PC market, but they discontinued the product 
when they couldn make it leak oil. 
• Why are there no skyscrapers in London? Lucas makes elevators 

• Lucas Factory motto, put in a good day's work then home before dark. 
Why is there no death penalty in England? Lucas makes electric chairs. 

The correct way to mount a Norton  

(The horse’s name is Norton) 
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Norton's Rebirth: New Owner TVS Invests £100 Million! 

https://www.advrider.com/nortons-rebirth-new-owner-tvs-invests-100-million/   

 

Why we should still RIDE vintage motorcycles! With Jay Leno 

https://youtu.be/wthQhnpMYMo   

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

 Bikes For Sale-- From Greg  Ray  

Anybody wanna buy my 47 knuckle?  Looks like good time to sell.  I have owned bike since 1986.  I have 

the 48 pan  bobber for sale and also bob martins 55 panhead.  Also for sale is three titled 1975 honda 

goldwings.  1 beautiful one, one nice one and a rolling complete chassis.  One more gold wing is a    ti-

tled  1978 full vetter equipped bike.  motor turns over but not running. The morgan three wheeler is also 

for sale.  Please call 406-538-3914 for any answers to your questions.  More stuff like 2 hot rods and a fire 

truck!  Stay safe, Linda and Greg  

New Criteria for Earning the Coveted      
President’s Trophy 

After many years of earning the President’s Trophy by 
attending club events and riding Nortons some new   
ideas have been tossed around.   Taking attendance at 
each event and keeping track of points earned has     
become a hassle. 

Here’s a new way for anyone in the club to get recog-
nized. Right now, Jack Abeyta has the trophy. It will be 
up to him to pick the next recipient based on what ever 
criteria Jack decides is appropriate. The next person 
will then give the trophy to the person of their choice. 
Please pick someone who has not had the trophy in a while, let’s say 5 years. By 
giving the trophy away in this manner it will give more members a chance to 
keep it for a year. Spread the recognition to the person who always shows up 
to events, someone who tells the best stories or the guy who is always there 
when someone in the club needs a hand or whatever. This year the trophy will 
be presented at Eric and Susie’s BBQ in May. 

https://www.advrider.com/nortons-rebirth-new-owner-tvs-invests-100-million/
https://www.advrider.com/nortons-rebirth-new-owner-tvs-invests-100-million/
https://youtu.be/wthQhnpMYMo
https://youtu.be/wthQhnpMYMo
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My Winter Project   by Scott Robinson 

 

As you probably know I decided to do some major repairs on my 75 Norton MK3 this winter. I 
needed to replace my swingarm bushings which means a whole lot of my bike needed to be dis-
mantled. As long as it was apart, I decided to fix everything that I knew needed fixing. I also 
took the time to give it a deep cleaning and did some polishing. This was a pretty big project 
for me and I learned a lot about my Norton and the “fun” of doing a major rebuild. One of the 
best things I did was give myself 6 months to complete the project. Sure took a lot of pres-
sure off myself. 

 I started with a tech session which many of you attended and helped me take it all apart. 
Then I got to work on my own. I got a whole new swingarm kit (bushings, spindle, seals). I re-
placed the rear cradle. I replaced all the seals and bushings in the primary. The starter sprag 
was replaced and a Barnett Clutch was added. I did some rewiring. I replaced the front brake 
floating disk assembly complete with new brake pads. I got new Hagon shocks for the rear. I 
replaced the 2 sprockets and put on a new chain. I put new oil in the forks. I had my speedom-
eter rebuilt and got a new speedo drive and speedo cable. I repaired or replaced a few other 
parts that were worn out. I got the bike is running and I’ve been riding around the neighbor-
hood. I’m presently waiting for the new battery I ordered.  

Now that it is pretty much a completed project, as much as any Norton can be considered a 
completed project, I hope to be riding it to club events soon. Thanks to all of you who helped, 
even if that was simply listening to me when I was frustrated.  I couldn’t have completed this 
without you all.  
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2022 
4 CORNERS 

RENDEZVOUS 
(Better after all these years) 

 

When: Thur.-Sun. June 16-19th 
 

Where: See map for directions to Sam Manganaro's Place 14984 Rd 31, 
Mancos CO 81328 
 

Who: Hosted by Western Slope Norton Riders and Norton Colorado. 
 

Includes: Fee is $30.00 for tent camping, morning coffee, good food 
planned for Friday and Saturday night, door prizes, 50/50 drawing.  
Frivolous or even serious items for door prizes will be accepted.  If you 
aren't camping there are motels and RV parks close by in Dolores and 
Cortez. 

Amazing mountain roads and unbelievable but true campfire stories.  
Join us and tell a few yourself.   

 

For further information contact Steve Harris at sharris@frontier.net 
or call 970-946-1960. 

(Please R.S.V.P. so we can figure food) 

 

mailto:sharris@frontier.net
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New event update for Colorado Vintage Motorcycle Show 
from Bob Kelly 

Folks - The Progressive International Motorcycle Show is held this year 
in Loveland, Colorado at the The Ranch Events Complex, 5280 Arena Cir, 
Loveland, CO 80538, June 17-19, 2022. They need 12 to 20 bikes to show 
at the event. If you can support please contact me at 720/837-9090 or 
email me at superhawk65@gmail.com" 

 

mailto:superhawk65@gmail.com
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INOA 2022 Rally  Information 

 
The Rip Van Norton Rally IS ON!   

July 11-15 in upstate New York.  

Pre-registration is open: INOA 2022 Rally - INOA Rally (nortonrally.com)  

Chuck Contrino Rally Chairman 347-881.6490  

https://nortonrally.com/
https://nortonrally.com/
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Norton Colorado 2022 Event Schedule  
 

These are the events planned so far. As you can see there is still plenty of open time for you to 
host an event. Group rides will be announced throughout the season on short notice, based on 
weather conditions. In the interest of variety, volunteers are solicited to lead group rides on 
their favorite roads. Likewise, we're looking for volunteers to host an open garage. Tech days 
are usually scheduled on short notice as they become necessary.  Contact Eric 
<eric@nortoncolorado.org> for more information or to volunteer. 

 
February 12 (Saturday) Open Garage @ 
 Dennis Horgan's  
 
March 20 (Sunday) Clancey's  
 
April 24 (Sunday) Tech Day/Open Garage at 
 Bob  Martin's  
 
May 22 (Sunday) Distinquished Gentleman's 
 Ride  
May 29 (Sunday) BBQ at Eric Bergman & 
 Susie Saarinen's (postponed to June 12) 
 
June 4 (Saturday) Colorado Vinatge MC 
 Show, Erie 
June 17-19 Progressive MC Show, Loveland 
June 16 - 19 (Thurs - Sun) Four Corners 
 Rendezvous  
 
July 10 (Sunday) Mt. Evans Ride & Brunch @ 
 David Sheesley's  
July 24 (Sunday) BMAC Picnic  
 
August 6 -7 (Saturday - Sunday) Wimpy 
 Campout @ Jamie & Michell Jones'  
August 13 (Saturday) Colorado Vintage Mo
 torcycle Show  
 
September 11 (Sunday) Old Bike Ride 19  
September 18 (Sunday) English Conclave  
 
October 2 (Sunday) Plains Ride  
October 16 (Sunday) Open Garage @ Jona
 than Chaikin's  
 
December 4 (Sunday) Pints Pub  
 
January 1, 2023 (Sunday) New Year's Day 
 Ride  
January  15 (Sunday) Lincoln's Road house  

mailto:eric@nortoncolorado.org
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Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2022 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/

meetings.html 

Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 
or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-
mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-
ter. 

 
The official club membership list is posted on 
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 
an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year. 
 

A little history regarding the 16H Norton and Honor Blackman, (Pussy Galore in "Goldfinger") who 

recently passed away 

"Another prominent despatch rider was Honor Blackman, latterly the star of The Avengers TV series 
and the James Bond film Goldfinger, who at just 15 carried messages for the Home Office. She re-
flected: 'It was pretty dangerous... we were in the midst of war and had to mask [our] headlights 
during the blackout. Bombs were falling, but the roar of the engine used to drown out the sound of 
the doodlebugs so we never heard them coming. It seemed terribly exciting.'Blackman appeared to 
favour the Norton [16H] over the M20, but nevertheless her work exemplified the British home 
front spirit. It was dangerous work, too. Of the 303 Wrens killed during the war, around 100 are be-
lieved to have been despatch riders." 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
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Credits: Thanks to Peter Allen, Michael Homs, Dennis Horgan, Julian Kowalewski, Dennis 
Oberwetter, Jerry Pokorny and Al Slarks for their contributions to this newsletter. 
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445 

onenorton@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

NoNortons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

mister.r@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com 

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:mister.r@comcast.net
mailto:OneAtlas@DavidKSheesley.com
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

