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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

January 2024 

Upcoming Events 
 
January 1, 2024 (Monday), Clancy's Irish Pub. 
January 14, 2024 (Sunday), Lincoln's Roadhouse. 
February 3, 2024 (Saturday), Winter Banquet  African Grill and Bar, 5pm,  
 
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

1934 Model 30 
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Bob Herman has been busy lately (as usual) 

 

A few words about my winter projects.   

The Bultaco I built last winter has sold and will be displayed in a “man cave” (I hate that term, but there you 

have it) on the east coast.  

I’m busy building a Moto Morini 3-1/2 from the ground up, and I am excited to have finally sorted the brakes 

on the Moto Guzzi CX1100 mongrel I got in boxes from King Browne early this year. This is a very cool bike - a 

1979 Guzzi CX100 chassis modified and fitted with a Sport 1100 engine and front end. Because that front end 

was set up for a Sport 1100 wheel with 320mm rotors, the calipers did not fit up to the 300mm calipers that 

came stock on the CX wheel.   

Richard Florence came to the rescue. Richard has a milling machine and generously whittled up a pair of 

adaptors for me to reposition the calipers so that they snugged up nicely to the rotors.  While at it I changed 

the geometry of the rear brake linkage to reduce the effort required to get that binder to bind.   

I have some other back burner projects in the wings, but the Morini is my main priority right now.   

Winters in the mountains of 

Colorado can be long and 

boring. Bob seems to find 

ways to fill his time  in his 

garage. Beautiful bikes, Bob. 
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Winter Banquet Reminder 

February 3 (Saturday), 5pm, African Grill and Bar, 955 S. Kipling 
Parkway, Lakewood CO 80226, <https://africangrilllakewood.com/>. 

See You there!! 

Bet you never saw a 

T-Rex on a Norton 

T. Rex - Bang a Gong 

(Get It On) (Official 

Audio)  

https://africangrilllakewood.com/
T.%20Rex%20-%20Bang%20a%20Gong%20(Get%20It%20On)%20(Official%20Audio)
T.%20Rex%20-%20Bang%20a%20Gong%20(Get%20It%20On)%20(Official%20Audio)
T.%20Rex%20-%20Bang%20a%20Gong%20(Get%20It%20On)%20(Official%20Audio)
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Fine looking, sounding old Nortie  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTotVLhVKXc  

 
Badger Heritage Chapter National Road Run - Events - The Antique Motorcycle Club of America 

www.antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=2101582 

 

How Miss Shilling’s Orifice Helped Win the War  

https://www.damninteresting.com/how-miss-shillings-orifice-helped-win-the-war/  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
815 S. Estes St. 
Lakewood CO 80226 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

This is me  (Julian Kowalewski) on my 

850 Commando back around 1985. 

Vibroplant gave me a bit of sponsor-

ship to race the 750, hence 

the  unfortunate sticker (if you've ever 

ridden an old Commando,  you may 

think it's quite appropriate  )  

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTotVLhVKXc
http://www.antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=2101582
https://www.damninteresting.com/how-miss-shillings-orifice-helped-win-the-war/
https://www.damninteresting.com/how-miss-shillings-orifice-helped-win-the-war/
http://www.antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=2101582
https://www.autoweek.com/news/a45508526/elvis-presley-memphis-mafia-triumph-motorcycle-collection/
https://www.motorcycle.com/bikes/how-to/riding-in-a-group-44596681
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a Norton motorcycle when he 
spotted a well-known heart surgeon in his workshop. The surgeon was waiting for the service 
manager to come and take a look at his bike. 

The mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey, Doc, can I ask you a question?"  

The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the mechanic working on the motorcycle.  

The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at this en-
gine - I open its heart, take the valves out, fix 'em, put 'em back in, and when I finish, it 
works just like new.  So how come I get such a small salary and you get the really big bucks, 
when you and I are doing basically the same thing?"  

The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over, and whispered to the mechanic....  "Try doing it 
with the engine running."   

 

Takes grass 

cutting to a new 

level 

Mini chopper start with 

vincent 2stroke station-

ary | Retro Rides (retro-

rides.org)   

https://forum.retro-rides.org/thread/117994/chopper-start-vincent-2stroke-stationary
https://forum.retro-rides.org/thread/117994/chopper-start-vincent-2stroke-stationary
https://forum.retro-rides.org/thread/117994/chopper-start-vincent-2stroke-stationary
https://forum.retro-rides.org/thread/117994/chopper-start-vincent-2stroke-stationary
https://forum.retro-rides.org/thread/117994/chopper-start-vincent-2stroke-stationary
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Runs like a sewing machine.  
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Bob Herman has some Norton parts to sell: 

I have several Commando seats and a tailpiece that I don’t need, and I’d like to offer them to club members 
before going to eBay or Craigslist with them I don’t know what to charge but will take less from a Norton Col-
orado member than from an “outsider.”  

1 nice Mk3 seat with hinge 

1 nice 750 seat 

1 Fastback tailpiece - good shape except for a small crack (damaged in shipping, easily repaired) 

I’m going to bring them up to Golden,  they will be at Eric’s house so a club member won’t need to drive 
down here or pay a big shipping charge. 

Bob Herman 719 256-4527;   romomoto@gmail.com 

Eric Bergman <bergman@csd.net> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fastback tailpiece 

 Highrider seat base 

MK3 seat 

mailto:romomoto@gmail.com
mailto:%3cbergman@csd.net%3e
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Norton Colorado 2023 Event Schedule 
 
 
March 18 (Saturday), Spring Tech Day, host Bob Martin  
 
April 16 (Sunday), Group Ride. 
 
May 7 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted by Ric and Joy 
Landeira. 
May 27 (Saturday), AHRMA Vintage Motocross races at 
Milliken.  
 
June 4 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric Bergman & 
Susan Saarinen. 
 
June 10 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado Vintage Motor-
cycle Show, Erie United Methodist  Church,  
 
June 15-18 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners Rendezvous 
hosted by Steve Harris and Char ley Gremmels. 
 
June 21-24 (Wednesday-Saturday), INOA Rally, Win-
throp, Washington. 
 
July 9 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by David Sheesley. 
 
July 23 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
 
August 5-6 (Saturday-Sunday), Wimpy Sleepover hosted by Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
 
August 20 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted by Al and Barb Slarks. 
 
September 10  (Sunday), Old Bike Ride. 
 
September 17 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 
 
October 8 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson 
October 22 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted by Jonathan  Chaikin and Tamara Hale. 
 
November 11 (Saturday), Fall Tech Day, host 
TBD. 
 
December 3 (Sunday), Pints Pub. 
 
January 1, 2024 (Monday), Clancy's Irish Pub. 
 
January 14, 2024 (Sunday), Lincoln's Road-
house. 
 
There will almost certainly be some changes, 
perhaps some additions, some may occur during 
the season, but if you put these dates into your 
calendar you probably won't be too far off.  
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 

or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 

sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-

mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-

ter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2023 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Karen Bailey, Eric Bergman, John Hartman, Bob Herman, Dennis Horgan, 
Julian Kowalewski, Bob Martin, Dennis Oberwetter, and  Greg Ray for their contributions to 
this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

