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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

March 2024 

Upcoming Events 
 
Spring tech day still looking for a host, any volunteers? 
 
2024 Calendar coming soon. 
 
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 
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2024 Norton Club Banquet 

Another fun banquet in the history books. This one was a little different 
than usual due to a snowstorm on Saturday which caused the party to be 
postponed until Sunday. We lost a few people due to the schedule change, 
but still a good time was had by all.  

This year the club picked up the entire tab thanks to a very generous do-
nation from the estate of Debbie Johnson. Debbie always loved the ban-
quet and other parties so she was definitely there in spirit. 

No one volunteered to take over any of the leadership positions and no one 
left the room during the discussion so we couldn’t pick someone the old 
fashioned way. (Some of us old timers remember when officers were 
elected when someone left to go to the bathroom.) All of the present officers and others have 
consented to continue in their positions for another year. 

The President’s Trophy will go to Bob Martin this year for all of his years participating in the 
club. Also, it was decided to retire the Trophy, so ending up at Bob’s garage is appropriate 
since he designed and made the plaque. Couldn’t think of a more deserving member. 

The gift exchange was a little subdued this year, with very little stealing going on. There were 
some nice gifts including several bottles of liquor, a box of steaks, some clothes, toys, tools 
and I  think the highlight was a pair of saddle bags that Sandy took home. They will get used, 
and look good on the back of her Triumph. 
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Elvis (?) and Barbara  
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Sammy Miller Museum   

Check out their website:  Museum | Sammy Miller Museum  

 

 

https://sammymiller.co.uk/museum/
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Picture from a TV series from the 1980’s 
some of it shot in Nottingham  

Boon (TV series) - Wikipedia  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boon_(TV_series)
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The Norton P92  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The history of motorcycles is littered with fascinating prototypes that never quite made it to production. One 
such example is the Norton P92, a single-cylinder motorcycle developed by Norton Villiers Triumph (NVT) in 
the mid-1970s.  

"Parts Bin Special" with Potential  
The P92 was born out of a challenging time for the British motorcycle industry. Faced with stiff competition 
from Japan, NVT sought to create a cost-effective motorcycle using readily available components. The result 
was a unique blend:  

Engine: A slightly modified BSA 500cc single-cylinder engine.  

Frame: The frame from the abortive 1971 Triumph Bandit and BSA Fury.  

Suspension: Conventional telescopic forks at the front and swinging arm with twin shock absorbers at the 
rear.  

Innovation: The P92's most distinctive feature was its use of Norton's Isolastic engine mounts, which helped 
to reduce vibration and improve ride comfort.  

A Glimpse into a Different Future  
While only three prototypes were ever built, the P92 received positive reviews for its smooth handling, com-
fortable ride, and peppy performance. Motorcycle legend Sammy Miller, who rode one of the prototypes, 
called it "one of the very best British motorcycles never made." He believed it could have been a commercial 
success, particularly in markets where smaller-capacity motorcycles were popular  

Reasons for its Demise  
Internal struggles: NVT was plagued by internal conflicts and financial difficulties, which hampered its ability 
to develop new models.  

Shifting market preferences: By the mid-1970s, larger-capacity motorcycles were becoming increasingly pop-
ular, making the P92's smaller engine less appealing to some buyers.  

Lack of investment: NVT may not have invested the necessary resources to refine the P92 and bring it to pro-
duction.  

A Legacy of "What Could Have Been"  
The Norton P92 serves as a reminder of the potential and ingenuity that existed within the British motorcy-
cle industry. While it never achieved mass production, it offers a glimpse into an alternate timeline where 
British motorcycles might have taken a different path. Today, the P92 remains a fascinating footnote in mo-
torcycle history, a testament to the creativity and innovation that can sometimes go unrealized.  
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Above:  Seen at the Isle of Man races  

Below:  Built by Peter Allen’s friend 

 Above:  A couple of pictures showing the backroom boys weren't short of ideas, the Norton single does 

exist, it never saw action as Norton pulled the plug on racing just before it made its debut. The AJS was 

known as the Porcupine and won a world championship.   
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Say it ain’t so!! 

Puzzle du jour: What is that tank that looks 

like the fuel tank from an old Coleman 

stove, hung above the headers? Email 

Scott with answer 
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Harley Davidson Engine Put in Thailand Long-tail Boat  (Anyone want to try this? I have a Harley motor for 
sale. —Scott) 

https://youtu.be/IsW4vfPEirE?si=rTDHF4TI9BKgCzDH  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
815 S. Estes St. 
Lakewood CO 80226 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

To be a trophy girl, you must be a really hot babe, 

plus, you must be willing to show a little ankle!   

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://youtu.be/IsW4vfPEirE?si=rTDHF4TI9BKgCzDH
https://youtu.be/IsW4vfPEirE?si=rTDHF4TI9BKgCzDH
http://www.antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=2101582
https://www.autoweek.com/news/a45508526/elvis-presley-memphis-mafia-triumph-motorcycle-collection/
https://www.motorcycle.com/bikes/how-to/riding-in-a-group-44596681
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Bob Herman has some Norton parts to sell: 

I have several Commando seats and a tailpiece that I don’t need, and I’d like to offer them to club members 
before going to eBay or Craigslist with them I don’t know what to charge but will take less from a Norton Col-
orado member than from an “outsider.”  

1 nice Mk3 seat with hinge 

1 nice 750 seat 

1 Fastback tailpiece - good shape except for a small crack (damaged in shipping, easily repaired) 

I’m going to bring them up to Golden,  they will be at Eric’s house so a club member won’t need to drive 
down here or pay a big shipping charge. 

Bob Herman 719 256-4527;   romomoto@gmail.com 

Eric Bergman <bergman@csd.net> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fastback tailpiece 

 Highrider seat base 

MK3 seat 

mailto:romomoto@gmail.com
mailto:%3cbergman@csd.net%3e
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

An apple a day…. 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Peter Allen, Eric Bergman, Jim Colt, Julian Kowalewski, and Dennis Ober-
wetter for their contributions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

