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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

August/September 2024 

Upcoming Events  2024 Calendar See Page 12 

 
September 8, 2024, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
September 15, 2024 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 
October 6, 2024 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 
  
 
Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

 We have had our first week of No Rain this year! Managed to get 
out every day trying to wear out the bikes, thought you might like 
this photo, taken at the top of Glenquaich on Sunday, Fiona on the 
Mk3 and me on the non electric start 850.   Gino Rondelli  
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Mount Evans/Blue Sky Ride and Brunch 

Hosted by Dave Sheesley and Matt and Mariah Norman 

Another fun Norton Club event. We had a whole lot 

of motorcycles of various makes and models for 

this beautiful ride. Once we got to Dave’s place we 

were treated to a wonderful spread of food served 

us to us by Mariah and Friends. If you’ve been to 

this event before it was as good as ever. If not, you 

should plan on joining us next year. Thanks to    

everyone who helped set this up and all of you who 

attended. I sure had a great day. 

And after a nice 

ride and a good 

meal, a well 

deserved nap. 

So, Big Mike says to me, “Why do I always have a 

plate of food in front of me in all the newsletter 

pictures?”  You can fill in the answer,  
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A nice collection, and variety, of motorcycles made the ride. 
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Riding Ohio by Scott Robinson 

 

While I’ve ridden through Ohio many times, I never really thought of it as a motorcycling des-
tination. Well, much to my delight there’s plenty of good riding in the southeastern part of the 
state. While riding around the country visiting family I decided to detour through parts of 
Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. As with other parts of the Appalachian Mountains there 
are plenty of crooked roads to be found. 

Ohio State Road 555 is referred to as the “Triple Nickle”. It is accessed by going south 
through Zanesville, which is on I-70. It quickly becomes a challenge, probably better suited to 
a Norton than my Road King. There are steep ups and downs coupled with sharp rights and 
lefts. Going over a hill there is no clue which way the road will go next. Most of it is well paved 
and the scenery, when I dared to take my eyes off of the road, was excellent. After that 
came SR 676 which was more of the same. I finished the day off in the historic town of Mari-
etta, on the Ohio River. It’s interesting to note that from I-70 to Marietta direct is a 1 hour 
ride. The scenic fun route took over 3 hours. 

The next day I rode SR 26 north through Wayne National Forest to Hannibal, OH. From there 
I took another local favorite, SR 536 and looped back to the river. More challenging and beau-
tiful roads. I then headed north along the river to Moundsville where I crossed into W. Virgin-
ia. The crooked roads continued through southern Pennsylvania. After a bit I headed north and 
back to I-70.  

My little detour turned out to be quite the treat. If you are ever in the area, I highly suggest 
spending a day or two checking it out, I will. There are many more interesting looking roads in 
southeastern Ohio. 
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From Michael Homs. This video should be watched by anyone who feels motorcycle parts cost too much. It 
would also be a good mandatory film for any high school students who feel the consequences of not 
getting a good education, or good skills (the trades), doesn’t matter! 
  
I worked in a factory very similar to the one in this film back in San Antonio in 1966 and ’67, The floors 
were not quite as dirty but we didn’t have OSHA and there was no such thing as safety gloves, glasses, or 
aprons for spot welding. I spot welded window air conditioner housings, and like these guys, as fast as I 
could, all day long. I made 50$ a week after taxes. 

Amazing Manufacturing process of Motorcycle Fuel Tank With minimal tools (youtube.com)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpxVRyBCvmU 

I recently had an interesting conversation with Matt Norman about Sodium Ion batteries 
being the next breakthrough in Motorcycle batteries. Matt is the owner of Euro Moto Elec-
trics https://www.euromotoelectrics.com  and he said he is getting a prototype of this new 
battery so he can check it out. Here’s a couple of links if you want to do some research. 

What Are Sodium-Ion Batteries, and Could They Replace Lithium? (howtogeek.com)   

How sodium could change the game for batteries | MIT Technology Review   

Amazing%20Manufacturing%20process%20of%20Motorcycle%20Fuel%20Tank%20With%20minimal%20tools%20(youtube.com)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpxVRyBCvmU
https://www.euromotoelectrics.com
https://www.howtogeek.com/857572/what-are-sodium-ion-batteries-and-could-they-replace-lithium/
https://www.howtogeek.com/857572/what-are-sodium-ion-batteries-and-could-they-replace-lithium/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/05/11/1072865/how-sodium-could-change-the-game-for-batteries/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/05/11/1072865/how-sodium-could-change-the-game-for-batteries/
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Jamie and Michelle Jones Open Garage 

Due to a forest fire the Jones’ yearly Wimpy Campout had to be post-
poned. After the fires were put out they invited us up for an open garage 
party instead. It was a beautiful day so a ride to Conifer was a pleasure. 
Jamie and Michelle are excellent hosts. The food was great as was the 
company and the conversation. Thanks guys, it was a fun afternoon.  

Some of Jamie’s toys.  Couldn’t decide which view I like better so here’s both angles. 
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Amazing 1965 BSA 650 Thunderbolt - Let's Take It for a Ride - Wahoo! - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNRrPAwiDro   
 

1 More State Allowing Motorcycles to ‘Filter’ Through Traffic, but Not Split Lanes  

https://www.motorbiscuit.com/state-allowing-motorcycles-filter-traffic-lanes/  

 

For the Moto Morini fans 

Moto Morini Kent 2024 | Flickr  

 

Norton Commando VR880 Sprint Special for sale on BaT Auctions - sold for $25,000  

https://bringatrailer.com/listing/norton-vr880-sprint-special/  

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

“Trisolastic - Fantastic”  Norton Commando 900… 1975/76 Work’s Prototype. Fitted with a 
Triumph Trident 3 cylinder engine,stretched to 900cc, into a Commando frame. It never 
saw the light of day, passing to private hands in 1978.. Photographed in 2012 by Julian K at 
Birmingham NEC.  

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNRrPAwiDro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNRrPAwiDro
https://www.motorbiscuit.com/state-allowing-motorcycles-filter-traffic-lanes/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/57997293@N00/albums/72177720318982245/
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/norton-vr880-sprint-special/
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/norton-vr880-sprint-special/
https://www.motorcycle.com/bikes/how-to/riding-in-a-group-44596681
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Robin and Eric got the ’78 Strada he bought a 
year ago running today. She’s going to ride it in 
the Small Bikes Big Adventure ride in about a 
month, the Black Hills of South Dakota.  

Jack  rode his Norton to the 
top of Beartooth Pass  
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Bob Herman has some Norton parts to sell: 

I have several Commando seats and a tailpiece that I don’t need, and I’d like to offer them to club members 
before going to eBay or Craigslist with them I don’t know what to charge but will take less from a Norton Col-
orado member than from an “outsider.”  

1 nice Mk3 seat with hinge 

1 nice 750 seat 

1 Fastback tailpiece - good shape except for a small crack (damaged in shipping, easily repaired) 

I’m going to bring them up to Golden,  they will be at Eric’s house so a club member won’t need to drive 
down here or pay a big shipping charge. 

Bob Herman 719 256-4527;   romomoto@gmail.com 

Eric Bergman <bergman@csd.net> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fastback tailpiece 

 Highrider seat base 

MK3 seat 

Bob Herman’s Royal Enfield Bullet 

(Not sure if this is for sale?) 

mailto:romomoto@gmail.com
mailto:%3cbergman@csd.net%3e
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Norton Colorado 2024 Event Schedule 

February 4, 2024 (Sunday), 5pm, Winter Banquet, African Grill 
and Bar.  
 
March 23, 2024 (Saturday), Rocky Mountain Motorcycle Muse-
um, Colorado Springs. 
 
May 19, 2024 (Sunday, 10-1), Open Garage hosted by Ric  and 
Joy Landeira. 
 
June 2, 2024 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ  
 
June 8, 2024 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado Vintage Motor-
cycle Show,  
 
June 13-16, 2024 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners  Rendez-
vous hosted by Steve Harris and Charley Gremmels. 
 
June 17-21, 2024 (Monday-Friday), INOA Rally, Woodstock, New Hampshire. 
 
July 7, 2024 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by David Sheesley. 
 
July 21, 2024 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
 
August 3-4, 2024 (Saturday-Sunday), Wimpy Sleepover hosted by Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
 
August 18, 2024 (Sunday), Open Garage. 
 
September 8, 2024, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
 
September 15, 2024 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 
 
October 6, 2024 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott 
and Julie Robinson. 
 
October 27, 2024 (Sunday), Open Garage, 
hosted by  Jonathan Chaikin and Tamara 
Hale. 
 
November 9, 2024 (Saturday), Fall Tech 
Day. 
 
December 8, 2024 (Sunday), Pints Pub. 
 
January 1, 2025 (Wednesday), Clancy's 
Irish Pub. 
 
January 12, 2025 (Sunday), Piper Inn. 
 
February 1, 2025 (Saturday) Winter Ban-
quet.  (Ideas for a new venue? Contact Eric) 

3 hot girls and a motorcycle, what 

more can you ask for. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/


14 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman, Jim Colt, Michael Homs, Julian Kowalewski, Dennis Ober-
wetter, Gino Rondelli and David Sheesley for their contributions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

