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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

May  2025 

Upcoming Events    2025 Calendar See Page 14 

 

May 18, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage / Tech Day hosted by Al and Barb Slarks. 

June 1, 2025 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric  Bergman & Susan Saarinen. 

 

***June looks busy so check the full calendar on p. 14*** 

 

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

A Guardsman of 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, 7th 
Guards Brigade, 3rd Division rides a Norton Model 18 
motorcycle fitted with a special mount to accommo-
date a Thompson sub machine gun, allowing the rider 
to fire while in motion. Swanage, Dorset, UK 

Date: 9 April 1941 

(Photo source - © IWM H 8827) 
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Caught ya, Mom.  Now let me get some pants on 

and I’ll come with you. 
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Texas Vincent Rally  

Jack Abeyta just had his 1955 Vincent Black Shadow overhauled so he and Peggy headed to 
Texas to enjoy it. Peter Allen and Jonathan Chaiken also brought their Vincents. 

After riding in the hot Texas sun Peter  
Allen is thirsty 
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Murchison Norton Rally March 2025  pictures by Jerry Doe 
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Norton Colorado Spring ‘25 Ride  

The day was perfect and we 
had a nice turnout, 10 motor-
cycles,  for the first group 
ride of the year. Thanks to 
Jerry Doe, with the help of 
Google Maps, for leading the 
ride and to Jo Teague for the 
entertaining recap at ReLive!  

 

 

Check out the Norton Colorado Spring ‘25 Ride video that Jo Teague 
produced on Relive! 
https://www.relive.com/view/vMv8LpBBNPv  

Mortons Archive: Military motorcycles in 

World War II | Classic Bike Hub   

https://www.relive.com/view/vMv8LpBBNPv
https://www.classicbikehub.uk/features/article/mortons-archive-military-motorcycles-in-world-war-ii/
https://www.classicbikehub.uk/features/article/mortons-archive-military-motorcycles-in-world-war-ii/
https://www.classicbikehub.uk/features/article/mortons-archive-military-motorcycles-in-world-war-ii/
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Böhmerland was a motorcycle manufacturer in Czech-

solvakia, active between 1924-39 of rather unique designs 

by Albin Hugo Leibisch.  

Vehicles featured very strong tube frame chassis, powered 

by Leibisch designed single-cylinder four-stroke OHV 598cc 

(16-25hp) engine with a 3-speed transmission.  

Motorcycles were produced as the ‘Jubilee’ with a short 

frame and the ‘Tourster’ long frame, enabling the motor-

cycle to carrying 2-3-4 persons. The tourster incorporated 

two torpedo fuel tanks (one on either side) and a large rear ‘under-slung luggage box.  

A late prototype design for a smaller two-stroke 350cc motorcycle was created but only a few prototypes 

were produced. After WWII in 1952 an attempt was made to produce a low-slung streamline scooter pow-

ered by a Zundap 198cc engine, but this also never saw production.  

Production came to a halt with the outbreak of WWII, when the factory was taken over for the military effort 

and Albin and his son were sent to a Czech gulag for no co-operation. Production never recommenced but 

over 3000 motorcycles had been produced”  

Courtesy Classic and Recreation Sports Cars   

Rickman Metisse 



9 

Norton for Sale 

1974 Norton 850 Commando for sale. The engine is running and has recently been 
worked on. Gaskets will need to be replaced though. The motorcycle is currently locat-
ed in the Denver Metro area. Asking price of $10,000.   

Please contact:  

Mike Ehrmann at  

(720) 347- 0105  

Mikeehr-
mann20@gmail.com.  

For more information.   

 

This is the card of Bryan Flanigan, used to 

work at Vintage Twins. Started his own shop 

about 6 months ago. I’ve used him for vapor 

blasting, good guy. Also works on older Jap 

bikes. Harder and harder these days to find 

someone to work on classic stuff, spread the 

word to the club and bring him your busi-

ness!  

https://trophyclassiccycles.com/  

King Browne 

My name is Kevin Bulger and I am from Chicago. I live in Tanzania and 
my wife and I own www.iridearusha.com. We do adventure motorcycle 
tours here in Tanzania in East-Africa. 
 
I am looking to start bringing more Americans to explore this amazing 
country with us. iRide has been operating for 7 years in East-Africa and 
have guides, mechanics, bikes, follow cars, and all of the routes to have 
an amazing adventure. 
 
If you think any of your club members could be interested in visiting, I 
would love to setup time to chat more about the possibilities. 
 
Best, 
Kevin Bulger 

mailto:Mikeehrmann20@gmail.com
mailto:Mikeehrmann20@gmail.com
https://trophyclassiccycles.com/
http://www.iridearusha.com/
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Why our roads are so bad. . . . 

https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/colorado/research/infrastructure/highway-detours-the-ongoing-
shift-of-transportation-dollars-?mc_cid=5560d9a85a&mc_eid=9e0ea9acac  

 

World’s First Self-Riding Motorcycle Goes Rogue, Now Touring Without Owner  

https://www.roadrunner.travel/articles/worlds-first-self-riding-motorcycle-goes-rogue-now-touring-without
-owner/  

 

Itchy Boots Cancels US Book Tour Plans - Adventure Rider 

https://www.advrider.com/itchy-boots-cancels-us-book-tour-plans/  

 

 

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/colorado/research/infrastructure/highway-detours-the-ongoing-shift-of-transportation-dollars-?mc_cid=5560d9a85a&mc_eid=9e0ea9acac
https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/colorado/research/infrastructure/highway-detours-the-ongoing-shift-of-transportation-dollars-?mc_cid=5560d9a85a&mc_eid=9e0ea9acac
https://www.roadrunner.travel/articles/worlds-first-self-riding-motorcycle-goes-rogue-now-touring-without-owner/
https://www.roadrunner.travel/articles/worlds-first-self-riding-motorcycle-goes-rogue-now-touring-without-owner/
https://www.roadrunner.travel/articles/worlds-first-self-riding-motorcycle-goes-rogue-now-touring-without-owner/
https://www.advrider.com/itchy-boots-cancels-us-book-tour-plans/
https://www.advrider.com/itchy-boots-cancels-us-book-tour-plans/
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Bob Herman has some Norton parts to sell: 

I have several Commando seats and a tailpiece that I don’t need, and I’d like to offer them to club members 
before going to eBay or Craigslist with them I don’t know what to charge but will take less from a Norton Col-
orado member than from an “outsider.”  

1 nice Mk3 seat with hinge 

1 nice 750 seat 

1 Fastback tailpiece - good shape except for a small crack (damaged in shipping, easily repaired) 

I’m going to bring them up to Golden,  they will be at Eric’s house so a club member won’t need to drive 
down here or pay a big shipping charge. 

Bob Herman 719 256-4527;   romomoto@gmail.com 

Eric Bergman <bergman@csd.net> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fastback tailpiece 

 Highrider seat base 

MK3 seat 

Bob Herman has added another 

toy to his collection. It’s a 1951 

model NH - which means 350.  

mailto:romomoto@gmail.com
mailto:%3cbergman@csd.net%3e
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Norton Colorado 2025 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2025 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 8, 2025 (Saturday), 6:30pm, Winter Banquet, Mick-
ey's  Top Sirloin, 6950 N. Broadway, Denver. 

March 23, 2025 (Sunday) Museum. 

April 19, 2025 (Saturday), Group Ride. 

May 18, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage / Tech Day hosted by Al 
and Barb Slarks. 

June 1, 2025 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric  Bergman 
& Susan Saarinen. 

June 7, 2025 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado Vintage Mo-
torcycle Show 

June 12-15, 2025 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners Rendez
 vous hosted by Steve Harris and Charley Gremmels. 

June 16-21, 2025 (Monday-Saturday), INOA Rally, Quincy, 
 California. 

July 6, 2025 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by 
David Sheesley. 

July 20, 2025 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank & Jo
 anne Puckett. 

August 3, 2025 (Sunday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie 
 & Michelle Jones. 

September 7, 2025, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 

September 21, 2025 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 

October 11, 2025 (Sunday), Plains Ride, 
 hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 

October 26, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage, 
 hosted by Jonathan Chaikin and 
 Tamara. 

November 8, 2025 (Saturday) Tech Day 

December 7, 2025 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 

January 1, 2026 (Thursday), Clancy's Irish 
 Pub. 

January 18, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 

February 7, 2026 (Sat ) Winter Banquet. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Jack and Peggy Abeyta, Eric Bergman, Jim Colt, Jerry Doe, Bob Herman, 
Julian Kowalewski, Bob Martin, Dennis Oberwetter, Greg Ray and Jo Teague for their contri-
butions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

