
1 

 

 

WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

December 2025 

Upcoming Events    2025 Calendar See Page 8 

December 4, 2025 (Thursday), 1st Thursday Meeting (see flier page 9) 

December 7, 2025 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 

January 1, 2026 (Thursday), Clancy's Irish Pub. 

  

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

Julian Kowalweski 

on a 1959 BSA 

A7SS,  in 1971 
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Peter Williams 

Peter Williams: innovator, racer, gentle-

man… | Classic Bike Hub  

   Giacomo Agostini 

AMA Motorcycle Museum Hall of 

Fame | Giacomo Agostini   

Mike Haiwood 

Remembering Mike 

Hailwood 40 Years 

After His Death   

The Norton "Kneeler," an experimental mo-
torcycle raced by Ray Amm in 1953. This inno-
vative but unstable bike featured a lowered 
center of gravity, with the rider kneeling on a 
cushion and putting their weight on the foot-
pegs. 

The bike was fast in a straight line but prone 
to buffeting, leading to its withdrawal from 
races like the North West 200 and TT due to 
stability problems.  

Metisse MK5 Cafe Racer.   Metisse's own Ade-
laide engine as used in the MK5 Cafe Racer 
and Street Scrambler. Engine Configuration: 
Air cooled parallel twin engine capacity: 997 cc 
(98 x 66 mm)Power & Torque: 97 bhp @ 
8,000rpm & 70 Ib/ft @ 7,000rpm Transmis-
sion: 5 speed. Metisse Ignition: MBE ECU Fuel 
system: Twin 42mm throttle bodies & injectors 
with high pressure fuel pump Exhaust system:  

https://www.classicbikehub.uk/News/article/peter-williams-innovator-racer-gentleman/
https://www.classicbikehub.uk/News/article/peter-williams-innovator-racer-gentleman/
http://hof.motorcyclemuseum.org/halloffame/detail.aspx?RacerID=112
http://hof.motorcyclemuseum.org/halloffame/detail.aspx?RacerID=112
http://hof.motorcyclemuseum.org/halloffame/detail.aspx?RacerID=112
https://www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/
https://www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/https:/www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/https:/www.rideapart.com/news/496547/mike-hailwood-40-years-after-death/https:/www.rideapart.com/news/496547
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Norton P800 prototype stands as one 

of the most mysterious and ambitious experi-

mental engines ever developed by Norton during 

the mid-1960s. At a time when the company was 

searching for a successor to its aging but beloved 

Dominator twins, Norton engineers explored sever-

al advanced multi-cylinder layouts. The P800 was 

their boldest attempt: an 800cc double overhead 

cam, air-cooled parallel-four designed to push the 

brand into modern high-performance territory. Alt-

hough it never reached production, the P800 re-

mains one of Norton’s most fascinating “what-ifs.”  

At its core, the P800 used a DOHC, eight-valve cyl-

inder head configuration — a dramatic step for-

ward compared to Norton’s traditional pushrod engines. Its design was heavily influenced by contempo-

rary Grand Prix technology, borrowing ideas from Japanese multi-cylinders that were beginning to domi-

nate racing. Norton hoped that the P800 would allow them to compete not only in the motorcycle market, 

but also in international racing categories where high-revving, multi-cylinder engines had become essential 

for success.  

One of the most interesting features of the P800 was its compact engine layout. Norton engineers worked 

to keep the engine narrow despite its four-cylinder design, aiming to preserve the handling characteristics 

for which Norton motorcycles were famous. The gearbox and bottom end were also heavily re-engineered 

to handle higher rpm and power output than any Norton production engine of the time. Every part of the 

P800 reflected a serious attempt to leap into a new era of engineering.  

However, the timing of the project worked against it. By 1965, Norton’s parent company AMC was in deep 

financial trouble, unable to afford the tooling and development costs necessary to bring such an advanced 

engine into production. At the same time, Japanese manufacturers like Honda and Yamaha were acceler-

ating at a pace that British factories could no longer match. As a result, the P800 project was cancelled be-

fore a functioning production-ready prototype could be fully developed, and only a small number of exper-

imental components survive today.  

Today, the Norton P800 DOHC prototype is regarded as a lost chapter in British motorcycle engineering. It 

represents a moment when Norton tried to break free of its traditional formulas and step into the future 

with a sophisticated, race-inspired design. Had it reached production, the P800 might have rewritten Nor-

ton’s history and helped the company compete more effectively against the rising Japanese manufactur-

ers. Instead, it survives as a rare glimpse of what Norton engineers were truly capable of during one of the 

company’s most challenging eras.  

From Julian Kowalewski 
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Bob Herman is actually putting one of his bikes up for sale 

Believe it or not, I find myself overwhelmed with more project bikes than I can realistically address expedi-

ently. Ergo, I reluctantly conclude that I must let at least one project go back to the universe. I want to  

offer it to Norton Colorado members before releasing it to the general public, and would appreciate it if 

you would circulate this information through the normal channels.   

The bike is a 1957 BSA A10 Road Rocket. It is essentially complete but disassembled. The chassis has been 

stripped for painting. The tinware has been professionally painted and looks nice, though there is a bit of 

shop wear (a few scratches) in the paint. The engine needs a rebuild, and the chassis needs a new 

swingarm spindle and bushings. Other than that, I do not know. I’m willling to pass it along, with the previ-

ous owner’s signed title, at an attractive price.   

Anyone wanting to discuss taking over stewardship of this iconic pre-unit BSA should call or email me.  

719 458-7452  romomoto@gmail.com 

Getting my wife a matching belt and bag for 
Christmas.  

We'll have that vacuum cleaner working again 
in no time. 

 

 

(Ed note: Guys, 
please don’t try this 
at home if you prefer 
to stay married until 
next Christmas.) 

mailto:romomoto@gmail.com
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 This is the card of Bryan Flanigan, used to 

work at Vintage Twins. Started his own shop 

about 6 months ago. I’ve used him for vapor 

blasting, good guy. Also works on older Jap 

bikes. Harder and harder these days to find 

someone to work on classic stuff, spread the 

word to the club and bring him your business!  

https://trophyclassiccycles.com/  

King Browne 

We have club t-shirts and sweatshirts available to purchase again.  

We’re doing it very differently from how we used to do it. Jerry Doe has started a custom t-shirt business 
called “Classic Tees" and you can order shirts on-line  

https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/   

The shirts are very nice, 

good quality. I ‘ve been 

wanting a new club shirt 

for a long time. Thanks , 

Jerry. 

So, is this the start of my 

modelling career?? 

https://trophyclassiccycles.com/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Digital map lets you explore the Roman Empire's vast road network | New Scientist 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2503325-digital-map-lets-you-explore-the-roman-empires-vast-road-
network/  

 

Motorcycle Lane Filtering: What You Need to Know  

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

Seems Lady Godiva got tired of riding 

slowly through town in the nude, so she 

bought a Norton high rider! Perfect for 

riding side saddle at speed!  

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2503325-digital-map-lets-you-explore-the-roman-empires-vast-road-network/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2503325-digital-map-lets-you-explore-the-roman-empires-vast-road-network/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2503325-digital-map-lets-you-explore-the-roman-empires-vast-road-network/
https://www.denvergazette.com/2025/11/10/colorados-motorcycle-lane-filtering-law-boon-or-bane/
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Norton Colorado 2025 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2025 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 8, 2025 (Saturday), 6:30pm, Winter Banquet, 
 Mickey's  Top Sirloin, 6950 N. Broadway 

March 23, 2025 (Sunday) Museum. 

April 19, 2025 (Saturday), Group Ride. 

May 18, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage / Tech Day  

 hosted by Al and Barb Slarks. 

June 1, 2025 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric  
 Bergman & Susan Saarinen. 

June 7, 2025 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado Vintage 
 Motorcycle Show 

June 12-15, 2025 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners Ren
 dezvous hosted by Steve Harris and Charley 
 Gremmels. 

June 16-21, 2025 (Monday-Saturday), INOA Rally, 
 Quincy 

July 13, 2025 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by  

 David Sheesley. 

July 20, 2025 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank &  Joanne Puckett. 

August 3, 2025 (Sunday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 

September 7, 2025, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 

September 14, 2025 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 

October 12, 2025 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 

October 26, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted by  Jon
 athan Chaikin and Tamara. 

November 6, 2025 (Thursday) 1st Thurs day, Brooklyn’s  
 Finest Pizza 

November 8, 2025 (Saturday) Tech Day 

December 4 2025 (Thursday) 1st Thursday, Brooklyn’s  
 Finest Pizza 

December 7, 2025 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 

January 1, 2026 (Thursday), Clancy's Irish Pub. 

January 18, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 

February 7, 2026 (Sat ) Winter Banquet. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Jim Colt, Julian Kowalewski, and Dennis Oberwetter for their contribu-
tions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

