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Fiona and | (Gino Rondelli) are on our
travels again, at the moment in Asia,
found a 650ss first day here in Chiang Mai :
Thailand, small world.
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January 1, 2026 (Thursday), Clancy's Irish Pub.
February 7, 2026 (Sat ) Winter Banquet. Mickey's Top Sirloin, 6950 N. Broadway

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings.




AS 1s to be expected, the workshop
where Francis Beart is preparing the
Nortons to be ridden by I. K. Arber is
a model of scrupulous cleanliness and
well-organized  efficiency. The two
machines look very attractive in their
familiar green finish, and quite distinctive
by virtue of their many non-standard
features. At once apparent is the low
overall height, achieved not only by the
use of 18in rear wheels but also by
specially tailored, extra-light gauge,
aluminium-alloy fuel tanks. That on the
five-hundred has recesses for the rider’s
forearms, while the three-fifty tank has a
concave top to enable the chest to be kept
well down. Both tanks have large, down-
ward-projecting sumps at the rear, from
which the feed is taken to the carburettor.
Capacities are 5% gallons and 4} gallons
respectively. The standard steel retaining
straps are placed by doubled aero-elastics.
Beart’s own rear suspension struts are

fitted to both models; they incorporate |

coil springing and hydraulic rebound
damping.

A LENGTH of control cable replaces
the rod for rear brake operation, and
a further novelty is the use of a floating
rear brake plate anchored to the main
frame by a long torque arm. This ar-
rangement is stated to give smoother
braking and to tend to improve rear-wheel
adhesion under severe conditions. Very
comprehensive light-alloy guards protect
the primary chain and also result in
much less oil finding its way on to the
rear tyre. Rubber-mounted between the
rear engine plates, a small tank feeds
mineral oil to the front chain through
a restrictor iet. Rear chain lubricant is,
of course, contained in the left-side tube
of the pivoted fork.

Herb Verona, a long time Norton Colorado

member, passed away this month.

Herb was the epitome of the crusty old motorcy-
clist who has given this club it’s unique flavor for
many decades. Those of us who remain will need
to crank up our crankiness a notch to compensate.
— EricB

BORE and stroke of the 496 c.c. engine
are 82x94mm. The extra large
Amal G.P. carburettor is mounted on a
light-alloy extension and a Tufnol heat-
insulating block. Bottom feed float
chambers are employed on both engines,
with twin leads to the mixing chambers to
eliminate carburation bias on fast bends.
Normal measurements of Beart’s smaller
engine are 72mm bore and 83mm stroke,
though at present its capacity is unavoid-
ably reduced to 336 c.c. by the use of a
standard 71mm barrel and piston.

As usual the Beart-prepared Nortons present a distinctive appearance. Both 350 and 500 c.c.
models will be ridden by I. K. Arber




First Thursday and Hogslayer by eric Bergman

For many years there's been a "First Thursday” monthly gathering of motorcyclists, mostly
vintage enthusiasts, in Denver but the fellow most involved in promoting it died a few years
back and it's been very quiet. Now some new fellows have revived it, and last Thursday it was
"sponsored” (stretching the meaning of that term considerably) by Norton Colorado. The
weather was crummy so no one was riding, but we showed the movie "The Hogslayer” about
the famous double-engine Norton drag racer out of Sunset Motors in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
T.C. Christenson was the rider, John Gregory the builder. That bike ruled motorcycle drag
racing from the late '60s to mid-'70s. None of the Harley dragsters could beat them, but a
fellow named Russ Collins riding a triple engine Honda (three one-liter fours) was close. I'd
never seen the movie before and was pleasantly surprised at how good it was. Definitely rec-
ommended if you ever get the chance to see it.

Anyway, They were running a pair of 750 Norton engines on nitro with Hilborn fuel injectors
and claimed to be making about 150 HP in each engine. Considering they were consistently
running the quarter mile just above 8.0 seconds (they made many runs in the 7.9s) at 180
miles per hour, I'm not arguing with that claim. But what amazed me was their claim that the
engines were extremely reliable. They'd run a dozen race meets with 160+ individual passes
anddnever- have the engine apart. Not even valve clearance adjustments. That boggles my
mind.

(Editor's note : Ed at Morries Place now owns two of Hogslayer's motors. Might be for sale if
anyone's interested.)
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PETER WILILIAMS’ new cantilever suspension John Player Norton.

JOHN PLAYER NORTON’S No 1 rider,
Peter Williams, tested a new frame during
practising for Silverstone — and after
“blowing up’ his normal mount in the
Formula 750 race he started in the John
Player Grand Prix on the new machine.

This has cantilever rear springing —
similar to that developed by Yamaha and
used on its 500 cm3 works racers. But in
the Norton system the single suspension
unit is shorter. Instead of extending right
up to the steering head, it ends under the
carburettors.

The unit is a Koni — a racing car unit
modified by the Dutch company for
Norton. It is the normal type of unit with
a large coil spring aided by oil with gas to
prevent the oil frothing.

The Norton also had high level exhaust
system and adjustable steering head angle
(by means of eccentric adjusters in the
steering head).

Team Manager Framk Perris confirmed
that this new Nortomn chassis is the first
step developing a new trame for the
completely new 750 cm3 twin-cylinder
four-stroke engine being built for Norton
by the Cosworth company — maker of the
world famous Ford Formula 1 racing car
engines.

The machine used at Silverstone was
fitted with a mnormal Norton push-rod
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PAUIL SMART'’S new Ron Williams-frarmed Works Suzuki.

- racing engine.

At Silvestone Paul Smart raced a 500
cm3 works Suzuki fitted with a new
British-built frame. This has been
developed for Smart by Ron Williams, a
33-year-old Manchester frame builder who
designed and builds the Maxton frames for
Yamahas used by Chas Mortimer and
Charlie Williams.

Smart asked Williams to build him a-
complete frame for his four-cylinder
Suzuki after experiencing handling
problems with the new machine in the
early Grands Prix.

Williams, who worked for several years
as chief draughtsman and development
engineer with the Chevron car racing team,
designed and built the frame in four weeks
— completing it just in time to rush it to
Silverstone.

Despite lack of testing (Smart had never
ridden it before), Smart finished third i.:
the 500 cm3 race.

The engine is mounted lower and further
forward and is also tilted forward. To get
it further forward, the normal radiator has
been replaced by two smaller radiators and
these are positioned on each side — just in
front of the rider’s knees.

Suzuki forks and brakes are retained.
The complete machine weighs under 135
kg.
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This is the card of Bryan Flanigan, used to

work at Vintage Twins. Started his own shop

about 6 months ago. I've used him for vapor

blasting, good guy. Also works on older Jap TROPHY CLASSIC CYCLES
bikes. Harder and harder these days to find 175 Commerce St. Unit 3

someone to work on classic stuff, spread the Broomfield, CO 80020

word to the club and bring him your business! o escles
info@trophyclassiccycles.com

https://trophyclassiccycles.com www.trophyclassiccycles.com

King Browne Colorado's British Motorcycle Specialists

» New & Used Parts
= Vintage Bike Service
» Full Machine Shop

, * We Ship Daily
5410 Austin Court M dadee

Ringwood, Ilinois 6007 Ed Zender
i 1 815.653.7000



https://trophyclassiccycles.com/

Motorcycle Stuff on the web:

Check out the club websites new photo galleries:
https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website:
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/

Norton club t-shirts and sweatshirts available to purchase
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/

Interesting, especially for old guys! (So if you know any old guys, send this to them.)
What Is The 12-Second Rule For Motorcycles And Why Is It So Important?

Old motorcycle video
The Bikies 1968

Join Jerry Doe for a nice blast on his Commando!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXXelGTR1Cg

The last Manx Norton TT win

Mike Hailwood winning the last TT for the overhead camshaft Norton, a power unit that
was first used in 1927, Norton's last TT victory was with a very different engine, the
rotary-engined machine of Steve Hislop in 1992.

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-
ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-
plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the
club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own
parts, so at this point | think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-
orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need:

Jesse Carraway
(303) 980-6641
jesse@fastmail.fm



https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
https://www.slashgear.com/2025752/motorcycle-12-second-rule-explained/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHs6ylaXtto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXXeIGTR1Cg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXXeIGTR1Cg
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm

Norton Colorado 2025 Event Schedule

Here is the first draft of the club’s 2025 event schedule. I've taken the liberty (based on past performance)
of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an
event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-
tact Eric.

February 8, 2025 (Saturday), 6:30pm, Winter Banquet,
Mickey's Top Sirloin, 6950 N. Broadway

March 23, 2025 (Sunday) Museum.

April 19, 2025 (Saturday), Group Ride.

May 18, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage / Tech Day
hosted by Al and Barb Slarks.

June 1, 2025 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric
Bergman & Susan Saarinen.

June 7, 2025 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado Vintage
Motorcycle Show

June 12-15, 2025 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners Ren
dezvous hosted by Steve Harris and Charley
Gremmels.

June 16-21, 2025 (Monday-Saturday), INOA Rally,
Quincy

July 13, 2025 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch
hosted by David Sheesley.

July 20, 2025 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank &
Joanne Puckett.

August 3, 2025 (Sunday), BBQ and open garage hosted
Jamie & Michelle Jones.

September 7, 2025, Sunday, Old Bike Ride.

September 14, 2025 (Sunday), English Motoring
Conclave.

October 12, 2025 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott 4
and Julie Robinson.

October 26, 2025 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted by
Jonathan Chaikin and Tamara.

November 6, 2025 (Thursday) 1st Thurs day, Brooklyn’s |
Finest Pizza

November 8, 2025 (Saturday) Tech Day

December 4 2025 (Thursday) 1st Thursday, Brooklyn’s
Finest Pizza

December 7, 2025 (Sunday), Pub meeting.

January 1, 2026 (Thursday), Clancy's Irish Pub.

January 18, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting.

February 7, 2026 (Sat ) Winter Banquet. Mickey's Top Sirloin

Santa was very nice to Robin

Webster this year. She must
have been a very good girl!!!




Membership

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton,
or any motorcycle whatsoever.

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton
Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose
contact information is listed on the last page of
this newsletter.

The official club membership list is posted on
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is
an error.

The membership year begins with

the Winter Banquet in February. New members
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year.

Club Events

Many events have been scheduled for
the 2024 season, usually about 2 per
month. Participation in these events will
be counted for the President's Award.
Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-
ule can be found in this newsletter or
check the schedule on the club website:

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/

1962 .oron



https://nortoncolorado.org/events/

Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman, Jim Colt, Jerry Doe, Bob Herman, Julian Kowalewski, Bob
Martin, Dennis Oberwetter and Gino Rondelli for their contributions to this newsletter.
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in future editions.

Norton Colorado
1900 19th Street

Golden, CO 80401
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