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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

April 2026 

Upcoming Events    2026 Calendar See Page 11 (NEW) 

 
April 12, 2026 (Sunday), Group Ride, TBA 
 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap Meet, 955 Decatur St., Unit M 
 

Time to volunteer for hosting an event for this year. Interested? Contact Eric.  

 

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 
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Jesse Carraway’s Open Garage and BBQ 

 

Jesse is a long-time member of Norton Colorado but does not get 
out to very many of our events. He has been involved in the British 
bike scene around Denver for a long time and he's well known to 
some of the older club members. Jesse operates what I would call a 
semi-commercial motorcycle repair shop, specializing in Nortons. Be-
sides being a gracious and charming fellow he is one of the last com-
petent Norton mechanics to whom you might (if he approves the cut 
of your jib) be able to take your Norton for repair, maintenance or 
restoration. He also has a very extensive collection of used Norton 
parts and project bikes.  

Visiting Jesse’s open garage with the Norton Club was a nice way to 
spend a Saturday. It would be easy to spend a day or so just looking 
at his collection of pieces and parts. Jesse is also very knowledgeable about Nortons. I always 
learn something new during our conversations. Thanks to Jesse for hosting and everyone who 
showed up. Always nice to see you all. 



3 

Norton Manx DOHC Engine – The Backbone of British 

Racing Heritage  

The Norton Manx DOHC engine is one of the most iconic racing motorcycle 

engines in history, representing the peak of British single-cylinder engineer-

ing during the mid-20th century. Originally developed as a single overhead 

cam (SOHC) design in 1927 by Walter Moore, the Manx engine evolved continuously through decades of 

competition before reaching its most famous and dominant form with the introduction of double overhead 

camshafts (DOHC) in 1949. This evolution transformed the Manx into a benchmark 500cc racing engine, es-

pecially when combined with Norton’s legendary Featherbed frame, creating a package that defined han-

dling and performance for an entire generation.  

The 1949 DOHC “Double Knocker” Manx marked a turning point. With twin camshafts driven by a vertical 

shaft and bevel gears, the engine achieved far more precise valve timing and higher safe engine speeds than 

its SOHC predecessor. This upgrade allowed Norton to remain competitive against increasingly sophisticated 

European rivals. In 1953, further refinement arrived with the short-stroke version, featuring nearly square 

bore and stroke dimensions of 86 mm x 85.6 mm, enabling higher revs, improved breathing, and increased 

peak power—crucial advantages in Grand Prix racing.  

The Manx was produced primarily in 350cc (M40) and 500cc (M30) variants, both air-cooled, four-stroke, 

single-cylinder engines with DOHC valvetrains and twin valves. While absolute horsepower figures were 

modest by modern standards, the Manx delivered strong, usable power and exceptional reliability for its era. 

These qualities made it a favorite not only of factory riders but also of privateers, who continued racing 

Manx Nortons successfully long after Norton withdrew official factory support. 

A critical part of the Manx legend is its partnership with the Featherbed frame, introduced in 1950. The rigid, 

well-balanced frame complemented the engine perfectly, giving riders unmatched confidence in corners. 

Together, the DOHC Manx engine and Featherbed chassis became synonymous with superb handling and 

race-winning consistency, dominating national and international 500cc racing throughout the 1950s.  

Legacy and Modern Interpretations  

The influence of the Norton Manx extends far beyond its original racing era. Today, original Manx engines 

are among the most sought-after classic racing powerplants in the world, prized for their engineering purity, 

mechanical beauty, and historical significance. They continue to compete in classic racing and inspire count-

less retromod and continuation builds.  

The Manx spirit has also been reimagined in modern form. Contemporary Norton projects—such as the 

Manx-inspired V4 road machines—translate the philosophy of the original into the present day. These mod-

ern interpretations feature liquid-cooled, DOHC V4 engines producing around 200+ horsepower, demon-

strating how the Manx name has evolved from a dominant single-cylinder racer into a symbol of high-

performance British engineering across generations.  

In every form, the Norton Manx DOHC engine remains a cornerstone of motorcycle racing history—an en-

during symbol of innovation, balance, and timeless mechanical excellence.  
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The best of 850 class.. Norton Commando 850  

The 1973–1975 Norton Commando 850 is widely celebrated 
as the pinnacle of the iconic British parallel-twin era, repre-
senting the final, most refined evolution of a machine that 
boasted superior handling and tremendous mid-range torque. 
While the earlier 750cc "Combat" engines were notorious 
for reliability issues, the 850 (actually 829cc) introduced in 
1973 brought much-needed durability through-bolted cylin-
ders, stronger engine castings, and "superblend" main bear-
ings, making it a "stump-puller" of a touring bike, especially in its comfortable Interstate vari-
ant. The defining characteristic of the Commando 850, and indeed the entire range, is the in-
genious "Isolastic" system—a revolutionary rubber-mounted cradle holding the engine, gear-
box, and swingarm that isolates the rider from intense vibration at speed, providing a "smooth 
as silk" ride. Though sometimes outmatched in top-end speed by Japanese multi-cylinder rivals, 
the 850 Commando—particularly the 1975 Mark III with its added electric start, rear disc 
brake, and left-side gear shift—offered a unique, visceral, and soul-stirring riding experience, 
balancing brute force with exceptional, "flickable" handling that made it a "gentleman's sports 
machine" of the 1970s.  

Norton Nomad   

Norton Nomad - Wikipedia   

Apparently, as the weather turns to spring some 

young men’s thoughts turn to Sheep?? 

Ah yes, Wyoming, ( you can fill in any state you want)

where men are men and the sheep run scared. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norton_Nomad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norton_Nomad
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 Anyone want a BSA motor? 

Curtis at Thunderbird Motorcycles has a BSA motor in a box he would like to get rid of. It 
looks like it's already been machined and looks in good shape. (see pictures attached) There 
are gaskets and other parts in the box. He doesn't know what it's worth so make him an of-
fer. Tell him Scott Robinson sent you.  

Thunderbirds is on the north side of 44th east of Kipling.  

Call Curtis at 303 - 463 - 9399.  
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 This is the card of Bryan Flanigan, used to 

work at Vintage Twins. Started his own shop 

about 6 months ago. I’ve used him for vapor 

blasting, good guy. Also works on older Jap 

bikes. Harder and harder these days to find 

someone to work on classic stuff, spread the 

word to the club and bring him your business!  

https://trophyclassiccycles.com/  

King Browne 

1973 Commando For Sale 

*Tires are 3 yrs old, but probably have 50 miles on them, at most. Fuel system gone through by Kurt 

Ottoway- 3yrs ago. (Carbs, new fuel lines) (Has not been ridden since) my Dad did a frame off resto- 

probably 5-6 years ago- it was barely ridden after. Hasn't been started in 3 years... clean title in hand.  

Conact Arnie Beckman for more information: arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com> 

https://trophyclassiccycles.com/
mailto:%3carniebeckmanp11@gmail.com%3e
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/ 

 

Here’s the link to the discussions page on the website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/ 

 

Norton club t-shirts and sweatshirts available to purchase  

https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway mentioned that he recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a num-

ber of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building com-

plete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the 

club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own 

parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Col-

orado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

 
1961 - 350cc Junior Isle of Man TT - #15 Phil Read 

on his Norton after a practice session. A young lad 

near his father as he, (his dad), gives the Norton a 

quick check . . . Phil went on to win the race . . . 

the young lad went on to win the 1976 & 1977 

500cc World Motorcycle Championship.  

 Dennis and Eric celebrating Debby 

Johnson’s 69th birthday at a local 

saloon with Corpse Reviver cock-

tails.  

https://nortoncolorado.org/galleries/
https://nortoncolorado.org/discussions/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
https://classictees.us/classictees/norton-colorado-club/
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Norton Colorado 2026 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2026 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 7, 2026 (Saturday), 6:30pm,   
March 28, 2026 (Saturday) Shop visit to 
 Jesse Carraway’s, Lakewood 
April 12, 2026 (Sunday), Group Ride, TBA 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap Meet, 
 955 Decatur St., Unit M 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday) Distinguished    
 Gentleman's Ride 
June 7, 2026 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ host
 ed by Eric Bergman & Susan Saarinen. 
June 13, 2026 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, 
 Colorado Vintage Motorcycle Show, 
 Erie United Methodist Church.  
June 18-21, 2026 (Thursday-Sunday), 
 Four Corners Rendezvous hosted by 
 Steve Harris and Charley Gremmels. 
June 20-21, 2026 (Saturday-Sunday),  
 Riverside Ride, hosted by Mike Powell 
June 22-26, 2026 (Monday-Friday), INOA 
 Rally, Buena Vista, Virginia. 
July 12, 2026 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by David Sheesley & Matt  
 Norman. 
July 19, 2026 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
August 8, 2026 (Saturday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
August 16, 2026 (Sunday) Open Garage/Tech Day, TBA 
September 13, 2026, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
September 20, 2026 (Sunday), English Motoring Conclave. 
October 11, 2026 (Sunday), Plains Ride, 
 hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 
October 25, 2026 (Sunday), Open Garage, 
 hosted by Jonathan Chaikin and Tamara. 
November 8, 2026 (Saturday) Open Garage/
 Tech Day TBA 
December 6, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
January 1, 2026 (Friday), Clancy's Irish 
 Pub. 
January 17, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
February 6, 2027 (Saturday) Winter      
 Banquet. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman and Julian Kowalewski for their contributions to this news-
letter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

