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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

September 2026 

Upcoming Events    2026 Calendar See Page 14 

 
September 13, 2026, (Sunday) Old Bike Ride. 
September 20, 2026 (Sunday), English Motoring  Conclave. 
October 11, 2026 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 
 
 
 

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 
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Jamie and Michelle Jones’ Open House 

Story and Pictures by Martin White 

 

I got speaking with Eric about how I never I got a chance to properly say goodbye to 

Debbie, as I was super busy at that point. 

 He said, well, you can say goodbye now. She's right over there. I did not know that 

Debbie's ashes were spread just a few steps away from the shop entrance over by a 

stump, on a little rise in the grass. 

Later in the afternoon, I was walking around the shop and noticed a photocopied picture of Debbie near 

the main door that enters the house, shoes and slippers and the Norton shirt. 

That was a nice time and had good conversations with Denny and Jack and Bob and both Marks. Also, su-

per nice to talk with Jamie and Michelle. Such great people. Glad they're still hosting this. Although, as Ja-

mie and I discussed, the Olympic campout has ceased. Due to folks getting a little less crazy as they get 

along in years. 
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Martin says folks are getting a little 
less crazy as they get along in years. 
I don’t know, someone caught this 
couple leaving Jamie and Michelle’s 
house. They still look pretty crazy 
to me. 
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BMAC Ride and BBQ 
Hosted by Frank and Joanna Puckett 
 

On Sunday, July 19th, Frank and Joanne Puckett hosted the annual 
British Motorcycle Association of Colorado ride and afternoon 
BBQ.  The morning ride is to honor those members that have passed 
away, and Gary Hopkins led a group of 16+ riders from Monument to 
Sprucewood via Hiway 105, returning to the Puckett compound for 
the BBQ.  The afternoon BBQ included hamburgers and brats, with 
baked beans and potato salad.  Approximately 50 motorcycle enthusi-

asts attended, and we welcomed several Norton Colorado members in the crowd.  After eating, 
shop tours and general conversation ruled the afternoon.  
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Bonneville – Last refuge of the motorcycle addict. 

By Jo Teague 

 

The bike – 1982 Royal Enfield 350 Bullet engine in a 1944 Royal Enfield hardtail gird-
er fork frame which was used in Great Britain by dispatch riders. After the war it 
was sent to India, then more recently imported to Kansas and outfitted for WWII 
reenactments. Jerry Pokorney and his partner Will Smith then bought it and con-
verted to sidecar configuration to run at Bonneville. It was one of the few Royal En-
field’s to ever run at Bonneville and set the SCTA world speed record for its class in 2021. 

 

The Runs – Jo Teague bought the Bullet from Will and tuned it up for the SCTA Bonneville salt flats Speed 
Week August 1st.  A qualifying run which exceeded the 50.362 mph record is first necessary. Following his 
rookie run Jo beat that record on his second run. Following an overnight impound of the bike another run for 
the record is required with the average of the two exceeding the existing record to set a new one. Unfortu-
nately, dirty points provided a weak spark and a sticky float a poor fuel supply. Jo averaged .02 mph short of 
the record. Three more runs were also unsuccessful. 

 

Ted Bendelow was Jo’s crew chief. Frank Puckett loaned Larry Stromer from his racing team to help out. Kris-
ten Stewart of La Bandida racing loaned Jo Frank’s old racing leathers.  

 

The Puckett LSR team and Jeff Bushnell’s Flying B LSR team had a successful Speed Week with a total of 7 
world records. Kristen Stewart, Larry Stromer, Dana Robbins, Tony Baker and Jeff Kisicki all rode to glory. 
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Norton Triple 
 

The Norton triple in the June edition of this newsletter, was not some garden shed bodge job, it was instead 
the dying embers of the once proud British motorcycle empire! Norton-Villiers-Triumph and throw in BSA for 
good measure! Three engines were assembled, though rumors of others abound, but no other engines have 
surfaced! The engines were made like the T160 models at BSA Small Heath. The workers had to go through 
the indignity of making Tridents and Cardinals. They knew they were soon to be made redundant so with typ-
ical dry English humor, they combined Rocket with Trident, and called them Rodents! At first glance the en-
gine looks like T150 cases with Rocket III cylinder and heads. In fact, they were neither fish nor fowl! The 
bottom end was Trident, but a combination of T150 and T160, no casting for a starter motor and right-hand 
shift, but clearly T160. The heads are like the Rocket III but different in size. Today you hear that they were 
900CC, but they were somewhere between 830-870cc. No one knows for sure, and the owners of the en-
gines are not in a hurry to take the heads off their pride and joy! The bikes were made at BSA Kit Green which 
was by then the experimental shop for Triumph and Norton. Engine 001 was fitted to a hybrid frame, Nor-
ton Isolastic front and Rocket 3 rear. The engine was acquired by the TR3OC, Trident Rocket 3 Owner Club. 
Tey used a T160 frame to make a running bike. 002, was later finished by the late great Les Williams. It is the 
bike in the photo, which now resides in the National Motorcycle Museum in Solihull England. 003, was a long 
stroke 870cc engine, simply known as the ‘race motor’ which was put in a racing frame, not sure what make? 
It was raced once at Silverstone, August, 1975, ridden by Dave Crawford, who racing against a hoard of 
screaming two strokes came in a commendable 6th overall! Thus ended the saga of the British triples, much 
as it began, it ended by snatching defeat out of the jaws of victory!                                           

 Dennis W. Oberwetter  
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Classic Norton Model 40 Manx Racing  

 

The classic Norton Model 40 Manx Racing motorcycle, a legendary 350cc track-only machine produced be-
tween 1947 and 1962, is widely revered as the pinnacle of post-war, single-cylinder racing engineering. 
Named after Norton's historic dominance at the Isle of Man TT, the Model 40 featured a sophisticated 348cc 
double overhead camshaft (DOHC) "double-knocker" engine that shifted to a highly reliable, high-revving 
short-stroke configuration in the early 1950s. This impressive powerhouse—producing around 40 horsepow-
er—was fed by an Amal GP carburetor. More importantly, it achieved its legendary status by being integrated 
into the revolutionary "Featherbed" duplex cradle frame designed by the McCandless brothers. This light-
weight, all-welded steel chassis offered such exceptional stability and linear balance that riders could easily 
out-corner much more powerful multi-cylinder machines. Tipping the scales at a lithe dry weight of roughly 
310 lbs, the bike was designed purely for the track, lacking standard road-going equipment like lights or a 
kickstarter. Paired with a close-ratio AMC 4-speed gearbox and massive twin leading-shoe drum brakes, the 
Model 40 Manx quickly became the weapon of choice for competitive Grand Prix and club racers worldwide. 
Even after the factory withdrew from Grand Prix racing, privateers continued to campaign the Manx globally, 
cementing its enduring legacy as a fiercely protected masterpiece of British motorcycle racing heritage. 
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This is the card of Bryan Flanagan, used to work at 

Vintage Twins. Started his own shop about 6 

months ago. I’ve used him for vapor blasting, good 

guy. Also works on older Jap bikes. Harder and 

harder these days to find someone to work on clas-

sic stuff, spread the word to the club and bring him 

your business!  

Martin White, a long time Norton Club mem-

ber, is starting a new business. He’s offering a 

discount to club members. Contact him for 

more information. 

Here’s the card of another 
shop that will work on British 
motorcycles. They offer do it 
yourself space as well. 
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

Norton Colorado Motorcycles - Photo Galleries  

 

My LAST Ride as Norton Club President - 1974 Norton Commando MK2 Fireflake Golden Bronze 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgiFVMtpvws  

 

The closest most of us will ever get to riding a Manx Norton. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nu8tivDCA4  

 

Interesting customization 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1041859315495316/   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a number of new ones, 

from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building complete bikes so he 

doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the club’s Parts De-

pot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own parts, so at this 

point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Colorado. He is glad 

to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

https://www.nortoncolorado.org/galleries.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgiFVMtpvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgiFVMtpvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nu8tivDCA4
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1041859315495316/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1041859315495316/
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Norton Colorado 2026 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2026 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 7, 2026 (Saturday),  
March 28, 2026 (Saturday) Shop visit 
 to Jesse   Carraway’s,  
April 12, 2026 (Sunday), Group Ride,  
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap 
 Meet, 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday) Distinguished 
 Gentleman's Ride 
June 7, 2026 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ 
 hosted by  Eric Bergman & Susan 
 Saarinen. 
June 13, 2026 (Saturday), Colorado 
 Vintage Motorcycle Show, Erie  
June 18-21, 2026 (Thursday-
Sunday), Four Corners Rendezvous 
 hosted by Steve Harris  and 
 Charley Gremmels 
June 20-21, 2026 (Saturday-Sunday), Riverside Ride, hosted by Mike Powell 
June 22-26, 2026 (Monday-Friday), INOA Rally, Buena Vista, Virginia. 
July 12, 2026 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by David Sheesley & Matt  
 Norman. 
July 19, 2026 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by  Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
August 8, 2026 (Saturday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
August 16, 2026 (Sunday) Open Garage/Tech Day,  
September 13, 2026, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
September 20, 2026 (Sunday), English Motoring  Conclave. 
October 11, 2026 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by Scott and Julie Robinson. 
October 25, 2026 (Sunday), Open 
 Garage, hosted by Jonathan 
 Chaikin and Tamara. 
November 8, 2026 (Saturday) Open 
 Garage/Tech Day TBA 
December 6, 2026 (Sunday), Pub 
 meeting. 
January 1, 2026 (Friday), Clancy's 
 Irish Pub. 
January 17, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meet
 ing. 
February 6, 2027 (Saturday) Winter  
 Banquet. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

Here’s something you don’t see every 
day.  I bought this bike with 10,000 

miles on the odometer.  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Eric Bergman, Julian Kowalewski, Dennis Oberwetter. Jerry Pokorny, 
Frank Puckett, Greg Ray,  Jo Teague and Martin White for their contributions to this news-
letter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

